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Storm pounds East Coast, College closes
Students get first ‘snow day’ since winter of 1999
By Jamie Chase ’04
News Staff

With heavy accumulations
of snow, as much as 23 inches
fell in parts of Rhode Island late
Sunday and into Monday
afternoon
CAMPUS according to the
NEWS National
Weather Service
and
with
such
heavy
accumulations, Providence
College closed its doors
Tuesday, giving students a fourday weekend. Students already
had Monday off in observance
of George Washington’s
birthday.
Classes were
cancelled and most offices on
campus were closed in what
was the worst storm to hit
Rhode Island since the April
Fool’s Storm in 1996, according
to the Wednesday Providence
Journal.
The decision to suspend
classes for Tuesday was made
by Dr. Thomas L. Canavan,
Vice President for Academic
Administration, on Monday
evening, a decision that was
mirrored at schools and colleges
across the state and region. “I
thought it was important to
make the decision on Monday
evening so people could plan

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cow

A Physical Plant plow cuts through the deep snow in front of St. Dominic’s Chapel.
what they were going to do the
next day,” said Canavan. While
most of the student body and the
Dominicans live on campus or
in
the
surrounding
neighborhood, commuter

students, faculty, and staff who
living as far away as
Connecticut and Massachusetts
would have faced a difficult
drive to campus Tuesday
morning.

Presidential hopefuls gear up
for Student Congress race

Canavan explained the
process for school cancellation
in the event of a snowstorm or
other emergency. “When we
have such a severe snowstorm,
such as yesterday, one person

‘Raise Your Voice’
launches PC campaign

By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

By Lauren Wholley ’04
Asst. News Editor

As the deadline for declaring
candidacy-approaches, a small
town girl from Missouri and a
surfer from Long Island, N.Y.,
nave emerged
STUDENT as
front
CONGRESS runners in the
campaign for
Student Congress president.
Andrea Essner ’04 and Chris
Nebons ’04 are both vying for
the position of President of
Providence College’s student
governing body. Currently,
Essner is the Vice President of
Student Congress, while
Nebons is the Co-Chair of the
Elections Committee.
Essner, a political science
major with a minor in Spanish,
is from Dexter, Mo., a rural
town with a population of
7,000. “My town is three hours
from the nearest airport and one
from the nearest mall,” she said.
“We just got our third
stoplight.”
Essner, who accurately
describes herself as vivacious,
explained that sports like
football and basketball are big
in her town, along with
activities such as cow-tipping
and forking people’s yards.

Until recently, the national
campaign Raise Your Voice:
Student Action for Change has
been little more than a whisper..
But, beginning on Feb. 16, those
involved hope their message
will be heard
BEYOND loud and clear
college
PC by
communities in
the U.S.
Raise Your Voice is a
division of the national
organization Campus Compact,
a coalition of presidents from
860 colleges in the country,
including Rev. Philip A. Smith,
O.P. The administrators and
colleges they represent are
committed to understanding the
value of civic awareness for
higher education.
The Raise Your Voice
initiative is funded by Pew
Charitable Trusts and meant to
spur student involvement in the
civic life of their communities.
National Student Coordinator
for Campus Compact, Nick
Longo ’96 explains, “We
strongly believe there is a
misconception that college
students are apathetic...Raise
Your Voice will provide more
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Student Congress presidential hopefuls Christopher
Nebons ’04 and Andrea Essner ’04.
Nebons, also a political said Essner, who has an older
science major, is from brother and sister. “I’m lucky.
Westhampton Beach, N.Y., My parents are amazing.” Her
where he has been surfing since father has a construction
age 10. He said he goes surfing business and her mother is a
during all seasons, including the high school history teacher,
fall and winter when the while her uncles are pig
weather is colder. “It’s a real farmers.
rush,” he said. “I’m always
Both Essner and Nebons
ready to take chances.”
were extremely involved in
In terms of his childhood, their high schools and have
Nebons said, “I’m from the continued this level of
same type of town and family involvement at the College.
as most PC kids.” He was
Essner, who was
raised by a single mom, and has valedictorian of her high school,
an older and a younger sister. “I was also student council
have one to protect and one to president and participated in
protect me,” he said of his volleyball, basketball, and
sisters.
“My family is very close,”
CANDIDATES/Page 5
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will make the decision [to
suspend classes in connection
with a few others. That person
was me,” he said. Canavan said
he consulted with the Physical
Plant supervisor to determine if
campus could be sufficiently
cleared of snow by Tuesday, and
also spoke with the snow
removal company contracted by
the College. The deans of
graduate studies and continuing
education were also consulted
to take into account the needs
of those students. Canavan
noted that classes had not been
completely cancelled due to
snow for some time, and many
students remember that the last
such occurrence was in the
spring semester of the 19981999 school year.
While students and most
faculty and staff were given a
day off, other college
employees were not so lucky.
PC Security was on full alert
and Physical Plant employees
worked overtime to clear the
snow from campus as fast as
possible. According to Chief of
Security Philip Reilly, “the first
thing to get done when we see
this much snow is to clear all
the fire lanes, roadways, and fire
SNOW/Page 4
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opportunities for involvement
and allow for discussion on
issues that students care about.”

"
We strongly believe there
is a misconception that
college students are
apathetic... Raise Your
Voice will provide more
opportunities for
involvement and allow
for discussion on issues
that students care about.
Nick Longo ’96

---------------------------------"
Though planning began in
the fall, on Feb 16, 2003, more
than 200 colleges and
universities in 25 states began
a “Week of Action” to
commemorate the official
launch of this two-year
program. Events included
unique approaches to promoting
civic engagement, a hard-todefine balance between
addressing issues, listening to
concerns, and taking action.
Some campuses invited guest
lecturers, held debates, and
worked on community projects
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News Briefs
Wyclef Jean announced as
Spring Concert by BOP
The Board of Programmers (BOP)
recently announced that Wyclef Jean will
be the featured performer at this year’s
spring concert, scheduled for Saturday,
March 22, 2003, in Peterson Recreation
Center.
“It’s something different for this
school,” said Sean Walsh ’03, a member
of the BOP entertainment committee,
explaining that this is the first rap-based
act to perform at Providence College.
“We’re very excited,” said Sharon
Hay, director of the Office of Student
Activities Involvement Leadership. “We
heard he puts on a good show.”
Hay said that the options were
limited, largely due to budget
constraints. “There are not a lot of bands
within our price range out there right
now.” she said.
Walsh concurred, saying that money
is an issue, but added, “We’re lucky that
our school allows us to have a lot of
possible dates.” He said that this helps
in finding a performer with a coinciding
schedule.
The possibility of Wyclef coming to
the College has been discussed before.
Last year, a survey was held, with his
name listed as one of the options. “It’s
tough to do those,” said Walsh,
explaining why there was no survey this
year. "We toss names out, but it doesn’t
mean we can get them.”
“His name has come up for a couple
of years now,” Hay said. “Things fell

into place.”
“We felt that Wyclef would be really
strong at this school,” said Walsh.
“Everything’s really positive, more so
than we expected,” he said of students’
response.
The price of tickets to the concert and
the date has yet to be determined.
—Stephanie Barkus ’05

Theology Prof, lectures on
Just War Theory and Iraq
On Wednesday, Feb. 19, Rev. David
Stokes, lectured on “Just War or
Justified War,” to a standing-room-only
crowd of students and faculty in the
Slavin Fishbowl. Father Stokes glossed
just war theory within the Catholic,
theological and philosophical traditions.
He began with the position of the
Church; beginning a war is morally
wrong in every instance. This said, Fr.
Stokes then posited four qualifications
for a “just” war once one has begun. The
classical requirements for a just war are
proper authority, just cause,
proportionality, and prudential
reasoning. “Proper authority” includes
the framework within which war is
accepted and organized, for instance, the
United Nations or the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), “just
cause” is determined by questions like,
“Is [war] in self-defense? Do you have a
smoking gun?” “Proportionality” relates
to the manner in which war is waged.
“Are the two combating parties evenly

matched? Is one an overwhelming
force?” The category of “prudential
reasoning” answers more pragmatic
questions: “Must we act now?” or “Is it
worth alienating an entire culture?”
Fr. Stokes warned that the just war
theory qualifications cannot be used to
justify a pre-emptive strike. With the
possibility of a war with Iraq on the
horizon, Stokes commented, “Right now
on the eve of this conflict. ..Ido not see
this as a cause for just war at all.” Stokes
also expressed a concern that an “easy”
win of the war in Iraq may lead the
American people to feel as if victory is
the vindication of a self-righteous power.
Fr. Stokes said, “I find myself
increasingly going in a pacifist
direction.” —Keith Carr ’04

Library committee discusses
renovations plans
The Library Committee of the Faculty
Senate met Wednesday with architects
Dennis Keefe and Gerry Sullivan ’86, who
presented the latest library renovations
plans and solicited comments at an open
forum in the Fogarty Room in Phillips
Memorial Library.
Highlights included reduced compact
storage in the basement to make room
for a glassed-in reading area with natural
light from outdoors. Volumes sorted by
the Library of Congress heading of Q
through Z, primarily science works, will
be housed downstairs. The change
would reduce the library’s new growth
capacity from 24 to 20 years. Volumes

A through P, humanities works, will be
confined to the second floor as they are
typically used more.
The Writing Center and the Office of
Academic Services, a sticking point with
some faculty members, will still be housed
in the library, but on the second floor. The
committee and the architects are focusing
on the first-floor entrance, emphasizing a
studious atmosphere, a more attractive
vestibule utilizing travertine marble, and
a warmer circulation desk made of oak.
Carrels would be notably absent from the
library, with higher-quality tables and
better lighting serving as study space.
Seating would increase by almost 250
spots to about 900 total. High-traffic
services, such as periodicals, government
documents, and reference books will all
be on the first floor. Student Congress
Vice President Andrea Essner ’04 agreed
with these arrangements from a student’s
perspective.
Music Department Chair Sr. Gail
Himrod, O.P., was frustrated with the
delays and continued objections at the
full Faculty Senate meetings even after
the architects have made changes. “We
can’t keep putting off everything because
the same people come to the [Faculty
Senate] meetings, stand up, and say the
same things. I’m getting tired of it.”
Though the committee and the Senate
may recommend changes, the
administration will have the final say on
plans. Keefe hoped that the first phase
of the plan would begin this summer.
—Dave Holman ’03

Campus Calendar for Feb. 21 to Feb. 27
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar
or email thecowl@providence.edu

unday
8 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Biackfriars Theater

8 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Blackfriars Theater

2 p.m.
Missing Joe Live
on 91.3 WDOM

1 - 3 p.m.
Alumni-Student
Career Networking
Slavin

2 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Blackfriars Theater

2 p.m.
PC vS. UNH
Women’s Athletic
Celebration

1 - 4 p.m.
Caracatures by the PC
Art Club
Lower Slavin

5 - 9 p.m.
Friars Club
Interviews for
Sophomores

5 - 9 p.m.
Friars Club Interviews
for Sophomores

7 p.m.
BOP Coffee House
Bachelor/
Bachlorette

onday

Feb. 04, 2003

7 - 8 p.m.
Irish Step Dance
4th Floor Function
Room

Sanctions
Feb. 04, 2003

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: III-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00
2. Personal Probation until May
18. 2003.

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: 111-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00
2. Personal Probation until May
18, 2003.

Feb. 04, 2003

Feb. 04, 2003

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: III-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00
2. Personal Probation until May
18. 2003.

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: II1-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00
2. Personal Probation until May
18, 2003.

Feb. 04, 2003

Feb. 04, 2003

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: I1I-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00
2. Personal Probation until May
18, 2003.

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Fire and Safety: II1-2 (p.37)
GUILTY
2. Property Damage: V (p.38
Sanctions:
1. Fine: $50.00; $100
2. Personal Probation until May
18, 2003.
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‘All she wants to do is dance’
by

Natalie Forbes ’05
News Staff

“I just want to say when I’m old and
gray, yeah, I did it,” said Andrea Ricci
’03 in a recent interview. The it she
refers to is becoming a professional
dancer. Although she dreams big, she
has reason to. The senior
FQCUS co-captain of the dance
ON team has offers from
Tokyo, Germany, and
London. “I’ve known this is exactly
what I wanted to do since I was very
little,” she said.
The dream began when her father,
who has held season tickets to PC men’s
basketball games since 1971, began
taking her to games. Ricci was
enamored with the dancers she saw
perform. Now that she is a college
senior, her dreams are coming true.
For the past three years, Ricci has
traveled across the United States with the
Universal Dance Association (UDA),
working as a teacher, choreographer, and
judge at competitions. UDA runs dance
camps during the summer for high
schools and colleges across the U.S. The
national dance team competitions seen
on ESPN are put on by UDA. She has
choreographed routines for the Endicott
College dance team and will be doing
choreography for UDA in about a month.
This year Ricci was one of 10 dancers
chosen out of UDA’s 250 person staff to
judge the national competition in Walt
Disney World. “It’s pretty cool,” said
Ricci of the opportunity. Most of her
job offers have come through UDA
contacts. Ricci said she received an offer
to go to Germany to run the “spirit
program” for what is the equivalent of
the NFL in Europe. Unfortunately, “they
wanted me to leave at the end of April,”
said Ricci, so she did not take the offer.
When asked the question that few
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Ricci dancing with the PC Dance
Team at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center.

seniors want to answer concerning post
graduation plans, Ricci commented that
though many of her friends will be
participating in the traditional job hunt
or taking some time off, “I’m not going
that route at all. I’m hoping to dance
professionally when I graduate,”
admitting, “I’m petrified.”
Ricci plans to enter into a three year
period of “full-fledged auditions.” She
continued, “It’s very scary thinking
about it.” If she were not to take this
time and opportunity to fulfill her dreams

of dancing professionally, she said, “I
know I’ll regret it.” Ricci is interested
in doing musical theater, and said that
her “ideal goal” is to dance in Chicago
or “to be one of those ballerinas” in The
Phantom of the Opera. Being one of the
dancers in front of Cinderella’s caste in
Disney is also a potential option for
Ricci. The hard-working dancer said she
would “have to say yes” to almost any
feasible dance offer. “You can tell she’s
going to be a really successful person,”
said friend and fellow R.A. staff and
dance team member Theresa D’Alfonso
’04.
While waiting for other offers and
counting the days until auditions, Ricci
stays very busy on campus. “She’s
always doing work. She’s the busiest
person,” said D’Alfonso. This history
major does more than just hit the books
however.
Ricci has been a member of the Friars—
Club and dance team since her
sophomore year, and a Resident
Assistant since her junior year. “I’ve
always wanted to come to PC” explained
Ricci. When asked what drew her to the
Friars Club she said, “It’s a group of
really genuinely nice people. I love it. I
have a lot of friends on it.”
As for being a member of the
Residence Life staff as an R.A., Ricci
said, “ I’m glad I did it.” Rev. Kenneth
Sicard, O.P., has enjoyed having Ricci
as an employee in the Residence Life
staff. “She’s one of our best,” said
Sicard. “She’s been a vital part of our
staff,” he said. Sicard praised Ricci for
always showing “commitment and
dedication” to her residents and said that
she “consistently has shown good
judgment,” which is an important and
necessary skill to have as an R.A. He
also spoke highly of her desire to stay in
the traditional dorms instead of
transitioning to the apartments as a

senior. Sicard believed this decision
came about because of Ricci’s “desire
to be actively involved in the lives of her
residents.”
Being an R.A. has taken Ricci away
from some experiences with friends,
“like the...roommate stuff,” she
admitted, “especially now” as a second
semester senior. She did admit though
that because of her busy schedule, “...it’s
perfect that I’m by myself.” Despite her
packed schedule, Ricci said, “I have no
regrets from school.”
Though her dancing skills have taken
her around the country with UDA, Ricci
is a world traveler. She spent the first
semester of her junior year studying
abroad in Kensington, England. “I really
felt I was home there. So many people
form PC were there,” explained Ricci.
She spent much time visiting museums,
as any avid history major would, even
making-acquaintances with some of the
employees. Ricci was in England during
the Sept. 11 attacks and said as a result
that she had “a totally different
experience” from her friends and family
in the States. She went to the memorial
Mass at Westminster Abbey and was
approached by many with kind words of
sorrow and consolation for her and the
general population of the U.S. The
experience is something she would not
trade though. If granted the opportunity
to return to England, “I would go in a
second,” said Ricci.
Speaking as a friend, D’Alfonso said
of Ricci, “She’s so much more than just
a dancer. She’s a great friend. Andrea
is fun to be around and is always openminded, accepting, and understanding of
others.” D’ Alfonso could only say that
Ricci is and “all around wonderful
person.”

SLEEP

Call Now!!!

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY

Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
The Bradley Hospital Sleep Research
Laboratory, affiliated with Brown
University, is looking for healthy 21-22
year olds to take part in a sleep study.
Part of this 3-week study requires
spending one evening and two nights in
the lab. Participants are compensated
for their time!
For more information call
Sandy at 401 -421-9440
Monday-Friday, 9 AM-5 PM
www.sleepforscience.org

Pizza &
2
Large Wings
Get a
for
Free
1 Large
Cinnapie $9.98
Cheese
Large with the
2 Large Pizza &
Cheese purchase Cheese
our
of any
boneless
Pizza!
Pizzas
large

Only
$5.99!!!

Free
Cinnapie

pizza at
regular
price

chicken
strips for
Only $9.99

Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons
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Voice: Group tries to move apathetic students to action
continued from front page
as a jumping-off point for the initiative.
According to Mark Kravatz ’03,
Campus Compact Fellow who oversees
and coordinates the on campus initiative,
PC has a different way of looking at the
program. “We don’t want to be rabblerousers,” he said. One of the three “hub
campuses” for Raise Your Voice in
Rhode Island, including Johnson and
Wales and The University of Rhode
Island, Providence College is
specifically focused on “the relationship
between the community and the
College,” Kravatz explained.
For the students involved, it is a major
endeavor because it involves years of
research and active study. According to
Kravatz, the project has been divided
into three sub-categories: school
mapping, community mapping, and
student activities, each focusing on
different aspects of Community-College
relations.
Kristen Pichler ’05 is in charge of the
mapping project that will survey oncampus departments, clubs and
organizations to find out what they do

and more importantly how all these
groups are connected to each other and
Smith Hill. She explained that it is one
way to “draw in people who aren’t
otherwise involved, but may like to be.”
The student activities division,
according to Katie MacLean ’04, will
work closely with school mapping to
“open up discussion among many groups
on campus.” This means that clubs,
organizations, classes, and all students
would be able to participate in scheduled
forums to discuss school issues.
MacLean cited the impending war,
politics, business, and entertainment as
issues that may be discussed in the
future.
Kevin Hirten ’03, organizer of last
semester’s Iraq teach-in, thought that
there is a need for an on-campus group
that fosters discussion and civic
involvement. “Where is the forum on
college campuses? The teach-in proved
that people are not as apathetic as they
appear to be. They are looking for a
place, an institution where they can talk
about issues,” he said.
Community mapping is the last of the
three projects and will require that

students go out into the community and
catalogue its assets. According to Jorge
Yarzebski ’04, “We want to learn about
the strong points in Smith Hill. It can
be as easy as what we can do for each
other.” Yarzebski hopes that through
community mapping, the Raise Your
Voice group can come up with a database
of community resources for neighbors
and students.
While optimistic about the eventual
possibilities of the campaign, organizers
acknowledged that it is still very much
in the planning stages, and specific
programs and policies have yet to be
delineated. The group has maintained a
low profile thus far, though organizers
hope that will change soon.
A campus-wide dialogue titled, “PC:
Reality TV or Real Education” is
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 7
p.m, at an undetermined location. It is
the first initiative of PC’s Raise Your
Voice where students will be able to talk
about things they are interested in. The
title is a reference to the reality shows
that bring students together each week,
but Kravatz questioned, “is watching The
Bachelorette the only active thing you

are doing on campus?” Pichler noted that
“anyone and everyone is welcome to
come to a meeting. There is no
obligation or requirements.” The
meetings are most often held on
Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m. in the 4th
floor Feinstein function room.
A future Raise Your Voice project is
planned for April where 1000 tiles will
be divided up among the community and
the campus. Students, neighbors, and
faculty will be asked to depict their idea
of a healthy community relationship and
the tiles will be displayed outdoors. This
project has received national media
attention and is an attempt to fulfill some
of the unity goals of the initiative.
On the national and local level, many
of the participants see the launch of Raise
Your Voice as a strengthening of civic
awareness outside the confines of
college. “Our hope is that this week will
get students who aren’t engaged,
engaged...It is an opportunity for
students to see that they are not alone,”
Longo said.

Snow: President’s Day blizzard paralyzes campus for a day
continued from front page

hydrants to make sure fire trucks could
get in in case of emergency. After that,
we make sure all the front entrances to
the buildings are open and cleared.”
Reilly went on to say that for safety
reasons, “all this gets done first and then
the plowing gets done.”
Reilly commented how hard it is to
plow the campus.“plowing is very
difficult because first the faculty and staff
parking lots are cleared then we try to
get students to move their cars into the
lots in order to plow the student lots.
This is hard to accomplish because you
are trying to move about 800 cars to two

lots that handle about three hundred cars
so there are not enough spaces to put all
the student cars in order to plow.”
As harsh as this storm was, it paled
in comparison to the Blizzard of 1978,
which struck Providence Feb. 6 of that
year. The campus was completely
snowbound, and classes were suspended
for an entire week. With no milk, meat,
or other perishables available on campus,
Rev. Thomas Peterson, O.P., then
President of the College, had to bring in
helicopter-dropped food packages to
keep students and staff fed until the roads
cleared. To make matters worse, a
massive flu epidemic struck the College
that week, making up to 70% of the

1 /2 PRICE
STUDENT RUSH TIX!

student body seriously ill. As fuel
supplies on campus dropped
precipitously, there were serious
concerns about the safety of the staff and
students. However, in true PC fashion,
students found ways to amuse
themselves, including depleting the
alcohol supplies in the old Rathskeller
in Slavin and the off-campus liquor
stores and bars. In a tremendous show
of school spirit, students actually walked
downtown to the Civic Center on
Sunday, Feb. 12, for a PC men’s
basketball game versus North Carolina,
despite the impassable roads. Classes
resumed the following Tuesday.
Though students only had one day off

this time around, they made good use of
their time. “I actually did work all day,
but it was really nice not to have class,”
said Daniel Lee ’05. Some students were
less productive but took advantage of fun
outdoor activities. Meaghan Daly ’03
said that she “went sledding with a
kickboard from the pool down the steps
of Ray.”
, On the other hand, some students
were frustrated by the weather. Ryan
Haddad ’03 said, “I went bowling with
my roommates, but I have a good
schedule on Tuesday, so it bothered me
not having school.”

Got the write stuff?
Apply to write for the
News section in
Slavin 104.
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Candidates: Both have extensive experience
continued from front page

track. At PC, she is involved in the
Board of Programmers, Habitat for
Humanity, Special Olympics and is also
a Eucharistic Minister. During her
freshman year, she was on the College
Relations Committee of Student
Congress and was President of
McVinney Hall, and the next year was
elected vice president of her class.
During high school, Nebons was the
captain of his football and lacrosse teams
as well as president of student council
for two years. He became involved in
Student Congress at PC his sophomore
year when he was elected class president,
an election he lost the previous year. He
is also a member of the Rugby Club. “I
like being out there, directing on the
field, and helping the younger kids out,”
he said of his experience on the team.
Currently, Nebons is Co-Chairman of
the Elections Committee but will be
stepping down until after the executive
board elections are over, in order to
prevent a conflict of interests. “My goal
in running the elections committee is to
run a better election,” he said. “I don’t
want to cause a problem. It wouldn’t be
fair.”
Nebons is involved in the elections
committee largely due to the fact that he
spent the first semester studying abroad
in Salzburg, Austria. “As hard as it was,
it was worth it,” Nebons said of his time
abroad.
By being co-chairperson, Nebons
could go abroad and still not miss this
committee’s significant activities, which
mainly take place during the spring
semester.
Essner, like Nebons, has spent time

overseas. Following her sophomore year
in high school, she spent over a month
in Sydney, Australia, where she lived
with an Australian family. “It gave me
my drive,” she said of her experience.
“There’s so much going on in the world
that I never knew about when I was
living in Missouri.”
This past summer, she spent three
months in El Salvador, where she
worked for the Department of State at
the U.S. embassy located there. She
worked on updating the system by which
U.S. citizens register with the embassy.

" -------------------------All leaders want to see change.
I have a passion for it.
Andrea Essner

--------------------------"
In El Salvador she had the
opportunity to attend press conferences
and speeches and train with the
Salvadoran military, though her living
situation was not always safe.
“Everyday the shuttle came and picked
us up. It changed its route every two
weeks,” she said, explaining that this was
to prevent kidnapping. “I couldn’t go
downtown or walk outside by myself.”
Essner’s summer in El Salvador was
an anticipation of her career goals. “Ever
since I went to Australia, I’ve wanted to
do foreign service,” she said.
Nebons, meanwhile, is interested in
a career in television news. “I hope to
get an internship in New York this
summer,” he said, adding that he is also
interested in public relations and
government. “I think I’m a pretty strong

leader with a rational mind, so I can help
make important decisions,” he said.
Both Nebons and Essner, who
worked on her state representative ’s
campaign, are interested in politics. “I
watch news channels a lot,” said Nebons.
Essner said she thought that PC
students were often apathetic to
important issues. “You go to Brown, and
people are protesting against the war,
while here, people are saying, ‘Let’s go
party,” she said. “I’m not against
partying, but you should also know
what’s going on around you.”
Nebons agreed with this view. “Right
now, our students are detached from the
issues that mean something.”
Despite this apathy, there is
something about PC students that Essner
really likes, a presence of what she calls
“brotherly love.” “They all want to help
each other out,” she said. “They all want
each other to do well.” She said that this
is unlike where she comes from, where
fraternities and sororities result in an
automatic separation.
Nebons said the best thing about PC'
is driving to the school. “My favorite
thing about PC is coming here,” he said.
“As you feel yourself getting closer, you
think of all the good times and the
memories.”
“I love this school,” said Essner. She
said this was one of the reasons she
would make a good president. “All
leaders want to see change,” she
explained. “I have a passion for it.”
She also said that she is able express
herself, but knows how to listen as well.
“I realize that you need to have respect
for people,” she said. “I have respect
for people but also confidence in
myself.”

Essner said her experience as Vice
President would help her if she is elected
President. “I’ve already learned the
channels of things, which people to talk
to and how to deal with each person,”
she said.
Nebons said his fearlessness would
help him be a good president. “Strong
leaders are people who haven’t been
afraid to step out a little bit,” he said.
“Taking risks is necessary to get
somewhere.”

"- - - - - - - - I think I’m a pretty strong leader
with a rational mind, so I can
help make important decisions.
Chris Nebons

-------------------------- "
He also said that he has an ability to
lead people. “When I get really excited
about something, people fall into it
behind me,” he said. “Maybe you can’t
n^fpqjhy.fluality, but it produces results.
It makes people believe in you.”
Both Essner and Nebons said they
hope to increase the influence of
Congress if elected. “I don’t like the fact
that our voice isn’t heard,” said Essner.
“I think I’ve got the power to turn
Congress around, give students a voice,
and get them authority,” said Nebons.
“We can make a difference if we stand
up for ourselves.”
Though Nebons and Essner are
currently the only two (unofficial)
candidates for the president position,
nominations are open until Friday at 4:30
p.m.
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Bush pursues war against Iraq despite global protest

AP

Anti-war protester covers
her mouth as she wears
symbols of peace during a
protest against possible war
on Iraq in Seville, Spain.
by

Natasha Pimanova and Alex Shu, 3, no relation, flash peace signs during an
anti-war rally in downtown San Francisco this past weekend.

Mike Speight ’03
World Staff

Despite anti-war demonstrations
across the world this past weekend,
Bush has refused to back down on his
original word, insisting that the U.S. is
still pursuing a possible
WORLD war with Iraq. San Fran
NEWS cisco was a site of a
massive anti-war demonstration this
past weekend. Over 150,000 marchers
attended. The event was held a day af
ter world wide rallies were held because
organizers did not want it to interfere
with Chinese New Year celebrations.
The march began in Herman Plaza Sun
day morning. Actor Danny Glover was
the master of ceremonies for the event.
"We have to stop this one" he remarked
at the beginning of the event.
Other major rallies were held Satur
day, Feb 15. New York City had be-

They Said It:

tween 100,000 to 400,000 people attend
a rally. The actual number is in doubt
because many people could not get past
police barricades. Authorities would not
issue a permit for a march due to secu
rity and terrorist concerns. There were
no major incidents or disruptions.
Around 250 people were arrested,
mostly for minor infractions. Authorities
were pleased with the outcome of the
event. "I think it went well. For the num
ber of people here it was orderly. The
vast majority of people were co-opera
tive" remarked NYC police commis
sioner Ronald Kelly. The rally attracted
people from a wide range of back
grounds and from across the Northeast.
Speakers included Bishop Desmond
Tutu of South Africa and Martin Luther
King III. The rally maintained its anti
war stance, but never delved into anti
U.S. or pro-Iraq sentiment.

Protests will not interfere with
Bush’s promise to keep the
American people safe.

Other rallies were held in Chicago,
Philadelphia, San Diego, and Detroit.
Anti-war rallies were held world wide
as well. 200,000 attended a rally in
Brandenburg, Germany. One of the larg

World Snapshots

Sources: New York Times, Washington
Post, Boston Globe

Orioles pitcher dies

“We’ve always used a million dollars an inch as a good a good rule. If you had 20 inches that’s 20
million.” - New York City Mayor, Michael Bloomberg discussing clean-up costs of the recent snowstorm.
“A full post-mortem is being con
ducted and we will report any
significant findings.”
- Dr. Harry Griffin of the Roslin In
stitute, speaking on the death of Dolly,
the world’s first cloned sheep. Dolly
has been put to sleep after being diag
nosed with a progressive lung disease.

“The American president prefers
the classic style of shoe in
calfskin, while the Iraqi leader is
more adventurous, using various
skins and materials.”
- Shoemaker Vito Artioli, on selling
his Italian leather shoes to both
George W. Bush and Saddam Hussein.

This Week in History:

est was in London, England. The anti
war rally there was the largest rally in
British history. Police estimated the
crowd at around 750,000 people while
organizers claim it was two million.
Whatever the number, it is an indication
that there is little public support for a war
with Iraq with in Great Britain. British
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw admitted
that going to war would be "very diffi
cult in those circumstances." Organizers
claimed that these rallies are not antiAmerican, but protest the support the
administration of George W. Bush has
for war. There are plans for another rally
to protest the war, one which organizers
promise will "shut down" Great Britain
in order to protest Tony Blair's support
for the war. The Bush administration has
been mostly silent about these events.
Instead, President Bush has focused his
energy on persuading the world that
Saddam Hussein poses a threat to the
Middle East, the United States, and the
world. If the threat of war continues,
events like these may become more fre
quent.
Declaring that America's security
should not be dictated by protesters,
President Bush said Tuesday he would
not be swayed from compelling Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein to disarm.
"We will deal with him," Bush said as
U.S. and British diplomats weighed an
other bid for U.N. backing.
"War is my last choice," Bush said at
the White House as echoes of anti-war
protests circled the globe. "But the risk
of doing nothing is even a worse option
as far as I am concerned."
Standing firmly against skeptical al
lies as well as the demonstrators, Bush
said: I owe it to the American people to
secure this country. I will do so."

Kevin Siers/THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

United States — 1965: Malcolm X is assassinated in New York City as he prepares to give an address. He dies instantly
and the three assassins are soon after apprehended.

Sports — 1980: In what later became known as the “Miracle on Ice,” The United States Hockey Team upsets defending
champion Russia by a score of 4-3 at the XIII Winter Olympic Games in Lake Placid, New York. Two days later, the
underdog U.S. team beats Finland to clinch the gold medal.

Team searches for
cause of death
by

Ben Downing ’03
World Staff

Steve Bechler, 23, a pitching prospect
for the Baltimore Orioles, died Monday
of "multi-organ failure due to heat
stroke," said Wil
liam Goldiner, the
Orioles' team phy
sician. At first
glance, this may
appear to be an
other in a growing
line of cases of
overweight ath
letes
pushing
themselves in
Steve Bechler
high temperatures
(either external temperatures or internal).
However, the discovery of a bottle of diet
supplement pills, which are believed to
contain the performance enhancing drug
ephedrine, has led to speculation that
Bechler’s death was not solely due to his
intense training session.
At first, it appeared that Bechler was
suffering from over-exhaustion and then
from mild heatstroke. Following a Sun
day afternoon workout, Bechler was pale
and dizzy in the clubhouse, but his con
dition worsened quickly. He was then
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Nightclub stampede in Chicago kills 21

Wrong blood-type could kill patient

Ask

PC
Will future peace
protests prevent
war with Iraq?

Security guards using pepper spray to break up a fight in
an illegal nightclub early yesterday triggered a stampede
that killed 21 people and injured 57, police said, as hun
dreds of clubgoers tried to flee the bar onfy to'be trapped
in an overcrowded stairwell. Officials said most of the
dead appeared to have been asphyxiated and some suf
fered heart attacks as they were trampled in the stairway
leading from the second-floor dance area of E2, a club
above Epitome, a high-priced bar and restaurant that
caters primarily to black patrons.

Canseco sent to jail
Jose Canseco was sent to
jail Tuesday after violat
ing his probation for a
2001 nightclub brawl.
The former major league
slugger could be held un
til a scheduled March 17
hearing, Judge Leonard E.
Glick ruled. “I understand
that I have to take respon
sibility,” Canseco said. “I ask for the mercy and under
standing of the court.” Shortly after, Glick ordered
Canseco taken into custody. “He’s been treated very
badly,” Canseco's father, Jose Sr., said. “He's a nice guy.
He's done very good things in this country.”

Weekly

One of the country's top medical centers is trying to find
out how it botched a heart-lung transplant that was sup
posed to save the life of a 17-year-old girl but instead put
her closer to death. Jessica Santillan was in critical condi
tion early Wednesday at Duke University Hospital after
mistakenly being given organs that didn't match her type
O-positive blood. The hospital has acknowledged making
the mistake — although it still does not know how it hap
pened. Dr. William Fulkerson, Duke's chief executive of
ficer, said the hospital is investigating the mistake and will
determine whether any staff should be disciplined.

Ridge tells Americans how to prepare for an attack

Telling Americans to be ready for terrorist attacks, Home
land Security Secretary Tom Ridge launched a public-re
lations campaign today that offers families a few basic
steps to prepare for the worst. The message: have a com
munications plan so the family can get in touch during an
emergency; put together a disaster kit with a few days of
critical supplies; and know where to turn for information
during a crisis. "We will not be afraid. We will be ready,"
said Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge at the
American Red Cross chapter. He traveled to Cincinnati to
announce the program and meet with local safety and
emergency workers. "Make a kit; have a plan; get in
formed."

They [protests] are not meaning
less, but they may not have the
effect protestors are looking for.
Caitlin Robert ’04

spotlight

Mounir el Motassadeq
Who: Mounir el Motassadeq
Why’s he’s our Spotlight: The Moroccan student was convicted Wednesday of
more than 3,000 counts of accessory to murder for helping Mohamed Atta and two
other suicide pilots in the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States, ending the first trial
connected to the suicide hijackings.

His sentence: 15 years in prison, the maximum sentence in Germany.
Heard around the world: The verdict was praised by relatives of Sept. 11 victims
who joined the case as co-plaintiffs, as allowed under German law, and some of
whom testified against el Motassadeq. Joan Molinaro of New York City, whose son
Carl Molinaro was a firefighter killed at the World Trade Center, said she was
"thrilled."

Unfortunately, the superfluous
exuberance demonstrated in
global unison last weekend will
prove to bear no contingence as
to the future of foreign
policy...roll tide.
Cam Roller ’03

Guilt by association: El Motassadeq, the son of a middle-class family, came to
Germany in 1993 to study. By 1995, he was studying electrical engineering in Ham
burg, where he is believed to have first met Atta by the following year.

Fleeing woman turns into master of disquise
A woman who caused a fender
bender fled into a K-Mart bathroom and
tried to conceal her appearance with hair
dye, makeup and a change of clothes sto
len from the store, authorities said.
Police said they found Melissa Anne
Nunziato, 28, in the bathroom, along
with empty boxes and price tags for the
stolen items in the trash.
Nunziato was charged with leaving
the scene of an accident, theft, obstruc
tion of justice by disguise and driving
without a license. The driver of the car treated at a hospital and ordered jailed
that was hit by Nunziato identified her, Monday on $7,300 bail.
police said.
It was not immediately known
At one point, police took her out of whether the woman had hired a lawyer.
handcuffs and Nunziato tried to swallow
the contents of a bottle of Xanax, an anti
anxiety drug, authorities said. She was
Compiled by: Jay Higgins ’03

We don’t think future peace
protests will be effective but a
sleep-in may be the solution.
Pat Doherty ’05
Alice Horvath ’05

Compiled by: Jay Higgins ’03
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Pitcher: may have died from diet pill use
continued from page 7
transported to Northridge Medical Cen
ter, Fort Lauderdale, Fl., where his con
dition continued to grow worse, until his
death at 10:10 am.
Not a built athlete, Bechler was 6foot-2 and weighed 239 lbs. Orioles
manager Mike Hargrove echoed con
cerns about Bechler’s weight through
out his professional career, describing his
conditioning as “not good.”
This history, however, did not lead the
Orioles to promote the use of dietary
supplement to lose weight or improve
conditioning. According to Orioles team
physician William Goldiner, “Weight
loss drugs are never prescribed by us.
They’re never condoned by us.” Al
though the Orioles team policy may dis

courage the use of the stimulant, Major
League Baseball has not banned it use,
despite bans by both the NCAA and
National Football League..
Bechler’s death did not meet entirely
with skepticism. His teammates, friends
and family chose to focus on the kind
spirit and good friend that they had lost.
A native of Medford, Ore., Bechler was
a third-round pick of the Orioles in 1998,
and had seen only limited time at the
major league level, spending most of his
professional career with the Triple-A
Rochester and Ottawa. Adding to the
trauma surrounding Bechler’s death was
the fact that the newlywed’s wife was
due to give birth to their first child in
April.
Aside from the untimely nature of
Bechler’s passing, the focus of his death

Can I write a check?
Credit card fraud on the rise
Tim King ’04
World Staff

by

College students tend to have a lot
of problems handling the responsibil
ity of having their own credit card. The
average college student
BUSINESS
will graduate with a
ANALYSIS
credit card debt of al
most $2000 This does not include any
grants or loans that have to be paid back
after graduation. Now, as if college stu
dents did not have enough incentive to
stay away form credit cards, three ma
jor and prominent card holding compa
nies have had serious breaches in their
security. This has left their customers
accounts wide open for any computer
hacker to use.
Over the past month Visa, Mastercard,
and American Express have all reported
serious breaches in security, allowing
criminals to access their information. It
is believed that near six million accounts
for Visa and Mastercard alone are af
fected. Since the news broke, American
Express has been very quiet about releas
ing actual numbers to the public. One
of the reasons for this inability to offer
information is that it is believed that one
of the biggest breaches came to their line
of “blue” cards which supposedly offer
fraud protection as one of the major ad
vantages over normal card providers.
The problem itself was a result of one
of the major financing companies that
process the accounts, whose name has
not been released. Hackers were able to
access and view personal account histo
ries that included an account number.
Once the criminals had access to the in
formation, they were able to use the
numbers freely while purchasing items
on the Internet.
Nearly one percent of all of the cards
issued in America were affected by the
problem, and the number of accounts
that were actually used fraudulently is
unknown. In other words, not all the ac
counts that were breached were used il
legally. With access to recent account
information, hackers could make sure
they would not purchase anything on a
particular account that would draw at
tention to them for “unusual and incon
sistent charges.” For example, if your
card was used primarily to bid at Ebay
for auctions, the hacker would make sure
they did the same with your card. This
makes it near impossible to trace any
wrongdoing on the card.
Citizens Bank was one of the most
affected by the breaches with nearly
9000 accounts being shut down perma
nently, due to the possibility that the se
curity surrounding the account num
bers had become suspect. The incident
has left many investors and creditors in
the bank nervous that their security is
both out of date and ineffective. Citi
zen cards were targeted prominently,
while Fleet (for example) saw virtually
no problems at all.
Fortunately, many cards today come
with a zero-liability policy that allows
customers to be cleared of unauthorized

purchases. However, many college stu
dents (who are given introductory cards
without a lot of the benefits) are prime
targets to not be reimbursed if their cards
are used improperly.
There are ways that you can protect
yourself against unauthorized use with
out changing cards or giving up on credit
all together. Most cards today have ac
cess to your account through the Internet.
The key is keeping tabs on your account
prior to receiving a hard copy of the bill
from the credit card company. If you are
able to head off a problem early, the credit
card company would be more likely to
reimburse you for a fraudulent purchase.
Credit companies tend to believe that
customers suffer from “buyers remorse,”
once the bill comes in and do not wish to
pay for a product they have already re
ceived. Your credibility will increase if
you are showing initiative and contact
ing the company immediately after the
transaction.
If all this seems like too much to
handle, stick to debit cards. They are ac
cepted in all the same places and transac
tions and balances are more carefully
monitored, and you are limited to the li
ability of the cash that is in your check
ing account.
Sources: CNN Money, The Wall Street
Journal

has most prominently been placed on the
possible role of the supplement. Broward
County medical examiner Dr. Joshua
Perper acknowledged a published report
that a bottle of a supplement containing
ephedrine was found in Bechler's locker.
Regarding the bottle, Perper said, “My
understanding is it exists, but we don't
have it.” The Washington Post also re
ported that the bottle of ephedrine ini
tially was being hid by a teammate of

Bechler's. but that it eventually was
turned over to rescue workers who came
to the pitcher's aid.

Source: ESPN, AP, The Sporting News
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Facing off with Iraq:
A new war generation?
Wartime draft
leaves U.S.
looking for
prospects
Juliette Paul ’05
Commentary Staff

by

Protesters held up huge puppets of
President George W. Bush carrying
buckets of blood and oil at Saturday’s
anti-war rally in New York City.
American youths picketed with catchy
and creative anti
HEART OF war posters in the
THE MATTER streets, attempting
to emulate their
flower-child predecessors. The
reinstatement of the draft would be even
greater cause to become vehement.The
Bush Administration would have to
come up with a more convincing reason
for intervention in Iraq to gain support
if the draft were reinstated.
Since most believe the draft is ancient
history, it seems even more probable that
its reinstatement might creep up on us
before we’re able to think up new
puppets and posters.

"
American youth should not be
randomly plucked as pawns for
politicians’ war games.

-------------------------- "
U.S. Rep. Peter Stark (D-Calif.), is
co-sponsoring a draft proposal by Reps.
Charles B. Rangel (D-N.Y.) and John
Conyers. Jr. (D-Mich.). The lawmakers
have a Senate ally, Ernest F. Hollings (DS.C.) who, in league wjth Rangel and
Conyers, wishes to advocate a return of
the draft as a way to oppose war. The
idea is that the institution of the draft will
tame advocates of military action in Iraq.
The plan is clearly the cynical and
displaced effort of emotionally detached
politicians to breed anti-war sentiments.
American youth should not be randomly
plucked as pawns for politicians’ war
games. Despite the implications, the
matter at hand is the fact that pro-draft
senators and representatives are taking
action.
The impossibility of Selective
Service is the great deception of
American youth. If you ask a group of
people between the ages 18 and 25 if
they fear the reinstatement of the draft,
the majority would most likely say, “The
government wouldn’t draft.” For some
reason, President Richard Nixon’s
abolishment of the draft in 1973 seems
much longer ago than it really is. The
Selective Service System’s statement on
its role in the War on Terrorism quotes
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld,
saying there is “not a chance” of
reinstituting the draft. The statement was
given Sept. 18,2002. Greater action has
been taken against Iraq since then.
Peculiarly, beneath the statement
important factoids are listed about how
draft institution would work if it were
reinstated today: the requirements in an
emergency would be legislative action
by Congress and implementation by the

REUTERS

The United Nations building in New York City has been the scene of heated
debate about the possibility of war with Iraq. U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell has appealed to the U.N. Security Council several times for support
for a preemptive strike against Saddam Hussein’s government.

president. The process sounds easy if
the state of affairs called for it.
Additionally, if the draft were reinstated
today, men would be chosen by lottery
and there would be fewer reasons to
excuse a draftee from service than during
Vietnam. A little Selective Service
System research should not necessarily
cause paranoid mayhem, but concern is
definitely in due course:
We are only in the initial stages of
real confrontation with Iraq. Hearing the
same young people marching on the
U.N. laugh accusingly at those leery of
the draft proposal is too great a paradox.
America has instigated worldwide
upheaval: we are too far in to take lightly
even the smallest step closer to fullfledged war casualties.
It seems strange to me that for the past
few weeks every other newspaper
headline features a photograph of a
father hugging his wife and children
goodbye. I highly doubt that if the
government was going to reinstate the
draft, or was thinking about reinstating
the draft, they would give the country
fair and ample warning so that every
youth ages 18 and 30 and their moms
could arrange months of White House
marches.
American youth would march at a
draft institution, possibly longer and
harder than ever. Unfortunately, protest
would most likely happen too late.

Draft won’t
slow war effort
Erin Simmeth ’03
Commentary Editor

by

The liberals proposing a renewal of
the draft make no bones about the fact
that their main objective is not to bolster
a preemptive strike on Iraq. Their goal
is just the opposite: to make their prewar counterparts
HEART OF think twice about
THE MATTER the possibility of
sending their own
kids off to war, as well as to induce those
same young people to participate in the
kind of protest that might finally make
the president listen to what the public is
saying. However, while their approach
is in the right spirit in attempting to avert
the war drive, it is also illogical and
likely to fail or even backfire, given the
current temperature of today’s younger
generation.
These lawmakers envision a
movement similar to that of the Vietnam
War era, in which young people marched
by the thousands to protest war, burning
draft cards and fleeing to the safe
confines of academia or Canada to avoid
conscription. Perhaps they hope that
their fellow lawmakers will remember
something of the fever pitch of the

radical years in which student protests
actually meant something.
However, those days are past. The
draft is unlikely to be necessary for this
so-called modern war, with technology
doing most of the fighting and human
bodies needed only for the hunt-andsearch missions to actually oust Saddam
(similar to those which have hardly been
effective in finding Osama). With the
hawks in power in Washington, a draft
proposal aimed at undercutting rather
than supporting the war movement is
unlikely to go anywhere.
More importantly, even if a war did
go on and on until civilian conscripts
were required to replenish the ranks of
highly-trained superfighters, I doubt that
the protests Rep. Rangel (D-NY) and his
fellows foresee would even really
happen. Today’s 20-somethings are a
very different bunch from the generation
of impassioned self-preservationists of
30 years ago.
A majority of us barely paid a
moment’s attention to politics before one
particularly sunny September morning
in which everything changed. Our
generation is forever going to be shaped
by that experience. And unfortunately,
the effect of suffering such an attack in
our own country for the first time in 60
years has not made us want to work for
peace but for our own protection. Like
the young men who bravely responded
to the draft during World War II after
witnessing the terrifying Pearl Harbor
attack, our generation will be willing to
fight out of the fear that if force is not
used now against Saddam, force will be
used against us again.
President Bush took pains during his
State of the Union address to make his
war seem comparable to WWII in which
war was justifiable to stop Hitler. He
used language that attempted to force us
to see this war as a mission to free the
oppressed Iraqi people. However, the
fact that this point was only raised
months after his initial war movement
makes his effort to gain moral legitimacy
only sound hollow. This is merely an
attempt to appease or confuse the few
voices currently raised in opposition to
his war drive. The use of force in Iraq
was proposed as part of our War on
Terrorism to protect American lives, not
as a kindly self-sacrifice for the women
and children being tortured and killed by
Saddam.
The idea of a preemptive attack on
Iraq or on Saddam Hussein is based on
our fear of another terrorist attack. We
as a nation fear that Saddam’s supposed
hidden arsenal of biological and nuclear
warheads could one day be used against
us. We believe that even if we are not
now, we will be in danger, sooner or later.
Few seem to stop to consider that
attacking Saddam outright might just
effectively give him a reason to lash out
at us, since he has not already.
The Bush Administration knows that
maintaining this sense of imminent
danger is essential to preserving support
for.their war effort. The warning that
homes be stocked with duct tape and
plastic sheeting in the event of a
biological attack was meant to remind
us of the Cold War-era bomb shelter
craze, except that thankfully few people
seemed to take this ridiculous suggestion
seriously. However, we may not be far
from the day in which our nation returns
to that state of tear and aggression.
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Tangents and Tirades
School was closed on Tuesday, but Tangents never rests
and we’re here for you during this shortened week. Take
this bits in while you catch yourself up on the work you
never got to do Monday night.
Special thanks to Physical Plant
Tuesday was a rare, unexpected day off at
Providence College, for the students that is. We all woke up on Tuesday later than
usual to a blanket of snow. Most of us casually walked to Ray for breakfast or took
the trip to Slavin for a “real” meal. But without the hard work of the quiet, unassuming
Physical Plant workers, we would have been trapped in our dorms for an entire day.
If you see these incredible assets to our everyday lives, please take a minute to
thank them for spending their snow day making our lives easier.
—Mike Raia ’05
Give them a break
I have no respect for antsy underclassmen who yell at
helpless cafeteria ladies in Ray’s dinner line during a 20-inch snowstorm. When
there is only one person on staff, and nobody is going anywhere because their
underwear are still frozen to their leg from the two-minute walk outside, what’s the
rush? There is no need to make supper demands like the father-figure on a 1950’s
sitcom when a hard day’s work consists of no more than sitting at a computer
pretending to do homework between AIM conversations with friends who live five
minutes away. A round of applause for the patient cafeteria ladies who have to deal
with us. —Juliette Paul ’05
Thank you, come again I love places that are open 24 hours. On the other hand,
1 hate places that claim to be open 24 hours that, in reality, are not. For instance, if
some people wanted to go to the Stop and Shop late one Saturday night because
they were bored and hungry, and because the sign says that it is open 24 hours, they
would find, to their dismay, that it would be closed. On closer inspection of that
sign, those people would find that it reads, “Open 24 hours from Monday to Friday.”
That just seems like false advertising (and not fair to those people who get their
hopes up because they have nothins to do late weekend nights).
—Caitlin Ford '05

Rhode Island in trouble
The Rhode Island Department of Corrections faces
legal action from the United States Supreme Court for its former policy of strip
searching every person who was booked into the state prison's Intake Center. A
class-action case against the state can proceed, according to a ruling by the first
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The state’s policy is purported to be in violation of
constitutional law. Given the generally disorganized and haphazard state of the
bureaucracy, is anyone truly surprised by such an allegation?
—Stephanie Pietros ’04

I swear, Professor, I couldn’t study
There is a definite need for more quiet
space on campus, in particular for a study area that could remain open to
accommodate the average undergrad’s night-owlish ways. This holiday weekend,
the library was only open until 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Considering the day
barely starts before 2 p.m. on a weekend for most students (or at least this one), this
did not give us much chance to counteract the studying vaccuum that a long weekend
too often becomes. Most dorms, although not all, have study lounges, but these are
often either full or uncomfortable and generally inaccessible to off-campus or
commuter students. —Erin Simmeth ’03
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High Fives and Nose Dives
High five to all the Providence College
employees who braved the Blizzard of
2003 to shovel our sidewalks, plow our
parking lots and prepare our food. Their
work made Tuesday s “snow-day” even
more enjoyable.

Nose dive to the library’s extremely
curtailed hours for the holiday weekend.
Perhaps student workers could keep the
building open for quiet study, if not for
circulation, in order to allow students to
better employ their long weekend hours.

On the side to Board of Programmers’
spring concert. Wyclef will be
entertaining but is out of date. This show
would have been a bit more current two
years ago with “Gone with November”
then hitting the charts. We understand
that BOP works with a budget, but when
will we get an act whose last two albums
weren’t horrible disappointments?

Nose dive to Project S.A.V.E. for its
short comings of promotion last week.
A program which has so much potential
to bring topics of sexual assault to
campus attention should work harder to
raise awareness and interest in its biggest
drive of the year.

On the side to the latest library
renovations plans, as presented to the
Library Committee of the Faculty Senate
Wednesday. While a good deal of the
faculty’s suggestions have been
incorporated’, the design is more logical,
and it is an overall improvement, the
Office of Academic Services and the
Writing Center still belong elsewhere.
Perhaps a new, separate study space
would be an appropriate place for them.
The collegial atmosphere and the lack
of hostility were refreshing and give us
hope that the March 5 Faculty Senate
meeting will not see more unconstructive
and rhetorical discord.

High five to the proposed honor code.
PC students should establish a credibility
and acknowledged integrity with the
peer-enforced code.
High five to live WDOM performances,
which have helped make the station more
relevant to PC students and faculty. It’s
always a pleasure to see College clubs,
offices and organizations striving for that
next level of excellence.
High five to sleeping in on Tuesday and
extending a long weekend even longer.

Tech Support: Chris Severino ’04
Portfolio Editor: Joan Barker ’04
Asst. Portfolio Editor: Jen Skala ’05
Sports Editor: R.J. Friedman ’03
Asst. Sports Editor: Virginia Cheng ’03.
Lauren DeMauro '05

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the

Circulations Manager: Dan Burgoyne ’03
Brad Hinote ’03

Moderator: Dr. Kirk Brague

Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per

Online Poll Results
Poll for the 2/13 issue: “Do you agree with PC’s parietal
policy?”
Yes, they instill a Catholic moral guidance on PC students.
(37%, 30 votes)

Neutral, they’re easy enough to get around.
(16%, 13 votes)

No, let us live our own lives.
(47%, 38 votes)

YEAR BY MAIL. STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION IS
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO : THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

Poll current as of Wednesday 8 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “Do you think PC handled the
Blizzard of 2003 appropriately?”
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Letters to the Editor
War with Iraq will fight terrorism
As I was walking up 9th Avenue in
Manhattan last Saturday, I saw a man
wearing a billboard that said, “No War.”
I walked up to him and said, “It is a little
too late for that sign, bud. War has
already come to New York.”
Some people just do not get it.
After Sept. 11, 2001, I thought anti
war protests were a thing of the past.
That is when I thought the protesters
were just interested in peace. However,
I believe the protesters are after
something different: political power. For
example, I saw people wearing “Free
Palestine” t-shirts. I realize that the
January 18 protest in Washington, D.C.
was organized by the Workers of the
World Party, which is tied to
communism. I also realize that success
on the battlefield translates into more
power for the military and President
Bush. This is what the protesters are
really fighting. Left wing ideologues are
less interested in peace than they are of
losing political power. Peace is achieved
through strength, as Ronald Reagan
proved by winning the Cold War. It is
not achieved by burying one's head in
the sand and hoping the enemy will just
leave us alone. Sept. 11 happened
because the terrorists sensed weakness
and disorganization within the United
States, especially in the intelligence
community. They probably only

expected a Clintonesque retaliation, like
when he launched only a few cruise
missies in response to attacks like those
on the U.S.S. Cole and our embassies in
Africa.
The coming war with Iraq is not about
oil. The French are concerned about oil
because they have up to $60 billion of
contracts at stake with Iraq, so they are
against it. The war with Iraq will be
another phase in the war on terror. It
will be against a man who is conneced
with al-Qaeda and funds other terrorist
groups in the Palestinian territory. I have
seen the terrorists’ work in Tel Aviv, and
I was directly attacked at the World Trade
Center. The United States must not falter
and use a carrot-and-stick-type
diplomacy like we used in Vietnam. That
is a recipe for failure. We must show
the world that we will not tolerate attacks
on our citizens, and we will wage total
war to stop them. That is how we will
remain secure. Politics should be left
aside.
I urge students to challenge their
professors who condemn U.S. action
against Iraq. Find out what the
professors are really advocating when
they say they are with the “Peace
Movement.” You might be surprised.
SPC Christopher Roche ’96
Weehawken, NJ

Friars must find work ethic and leadership
In the “Black and White” section of
last week’s Cowl, Sports Editor R.J.
Friedman wrote an excellent arguement
about how the men’s hockey and
basketball teams are each traveling in
different directions along the conference
standings lists. However, he comments,
as do many other Friar basketball fans,
that the basketball team has so many
unanswerable questions that have led
them to the bottom of the Big East. Yet,
I feel that these questions which have
sunk the Friar ship are quite easily
answerable, and revealing the problems
doesn’t seem too complex.
First off, the team has absolutely no
“senior” leadership. Obviously, there
really aren’t any seniors on the court, but
no juniors have stepped up to be leaders
with emotion and grit. None have
proved to be clutch shooters when the
need arises, nor have they led the team
by any other statistic. I guess it’s kind of
pathetic that a freshman and a
sophomore are carrying the team.
Second, Tim Welsh has failed to
improve most of his players over their
PC career. Has anyone seen the stats of
juniors such as Laksa, Anrin, Hayletts,
or Augustin? They are not only weak,

but they haven’t improved much since
their begining year. A college coach’s
#1 priority should be to improve his
players, and by observing the lack of
upperclassmen production on a game-togame basis, Welsh has not fulfilled this
mission. In addition, he has failed to
prepare his team to win one, yes one, big
game this season or last. Their most
impressive win was against Boston
College in January, and they have failed
to beat any ranked team. Welch might
be browsing Monster.com if he finishes
another season below .500.
Lastly, the European Trio, who woo
PC ladies with their moussed blonde
spikes, haven’t positively contributed
this year or last. They show barely any
aggression, desire to win, or force in the
paint. Yes, they may have dominated in
leagues where statue jump-shooters win
games, but the ultra-fast game of college
basketball demands the speed, agility,
and aggression which they haven’t
brought to the floor. But hey, they finish
the game with their gelled hair at the
standards of any Ralph Lauren
advertisement.
Dave Harris ’05

Article defies Catholic doctrine
I recently had the disagreeable
occasion to read a Commentary article
written by Mike Raia ’05 published in
The Cowl on Nov. 21,2002, titled, “Pope
taints Holy Water by protecting priests.”
...Surely there is much to legitmately
criticize. Some bishops, and more than
a few wayward priests, have a lot to
answer for. Sordid, revolting details
attending the scandal have been
traumatizing. And, sad to say, public
disclosure of tawdry practices may
proved just the right cathartic for
cleansing an otherwise hidebound
episcopacy...
Anguished discussion under media
kleig lights about systems failures, zero
tolerance and protection of children,
important as such issues may be, hardly
filled the distinguishing duties of the
U.S. Bishops to teach, sanctify and
govern. However, the Vatican also had a
duty, a sacred duty, to protect the Church

from intemperate measures...
Certainly free speech is a right
enshrined in the blest United States, but
on the strength of what pretensions do
we jettison the commensurate duty to
abide by the truth?
Scandal rocking the Catholic Church
in America has shocked the sensibilities
of an entire nation, and dare I say, the
world. Isn’t that awful enough? Did the
Commentary article of a Dominican
college newspaper have to the stroke the
fires of sensationalism? Besmirch the
Holy Father? Informed society expects
the Washington Post to wallow in anti
Catholic vitriol. No less The Cowl.
Joseph R. Smith
Editor’s Note: Opinions held by
individual writers do not necessarily
reflect the view of The Cowl or
Providence College as a whole.

Sexist letter showcases ignorance
I sincerely hope Pete Postas wrote his
Letter to the Editor “PC being PC.” as
a joke. I am shocked that anyone would
be willing to sign his/her name to
something so sexist, ignorant, and
foolish. If you do not feel our female
sportswriters are performing up to par
and want changes to occur, you should
think about learning how to intelligently
address issues. Whining about perceived
advantages women have over you and
other men is not getting you anywhere.
(Have you ever heard of the glass
ceiling?) Neither is assuming all women
should bake cookies or dust. Your rants
are alienating and preventing any
intelligent person from siding with you
on your basic point (assuming people

actually do feel the writer is not talented).
It is sad that you feel women need to
be pioneering in sports and consider Title
IX a simple and unimportant issue (in
that it is not worth the men’s time). How
do our female writers ruin the country?
How can you use one female writer as a
basis for the entire sports-journalism
field? I am sorry that you feel so
threatened and emasculated by female
empowerment and talents, but women
are not going away. Your letter enforces
the respect I have for those women who
have made it because I can see what
garbage they have had to put up with on
their way to the top.

Michelle Sagan ’04

Sexism thought to be extinct
I would like to remind the author of
the Letter to the Editor “PC being P.C.?”
that we left the Stone Age behind several
thousand years ago. Evidently he hasn’t
caught up with the changing times. Why
else would he choose to write such a
blatantly offensive letter to The Cowl,
and how did that letter ever get past the
editors? We might not be able to control
the ignorant, sexist opinions of a few, but
we certainly can put them in proper
perspective—not in a print publication
which is circulated all over campus. May
I remind Mr. Postas that the PC
community is predominantly female? If
he has an objection to the way sports are

being covered, then perhaps he should
volunteer to write the column.
Otherwise, I’m sentencing him to a
semester’s worth of Women Will
meetings so he can get a real idea of what
it’s like to be female on this campus. See
you at Women’s Sports Night, Mr.
Postas!
Diana Kane-Calvert ’06

Women’s Sports Night will be held Sat.
Feb 22 at 2 p.m. in Schneider Arena to
honor PC’s female athletes before the
women's hockey game.
The Cowl does not select letters on the
basis of opinion.

Tutoring not just for academically troubled
College life can best be described as just want to review for an exam or ask a
busy and demanding. The frantic pace few simple questions. You will be
of our lifestyle can leave us with little surprised by the huge difference that
time to explore the resources on the tutoring can make.
The Tutorial Center is part of the
Providence
College
campus.
Maintai ning a balance between Office of Academic Services located in
academics and social life can be the basement of the library and is
extremely difficult. There is something available free of charge to all students.
that PC students can do to be more The Tutoring Center tutors a variety of
successful in school and gain more free subjects including Civ, math, computer
time by being more time efficient—visit science, and the hard sciences. Sign up
the tutorial center.
for an hour long session by coming down
The Tutoring Center is an excellent to the center in the library, Room 106,
resource that is overlooked by a majority to find an appointment that fits your
of PC students.
A common schedules. We are open Monday through
misconception about tutoring is that it is Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
only for those students in danger of and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
failing. That is not true. Absolutely
anyone can use this resource, even if you Gloria Botelho ’04 and John Welch ’03

Friar Boy Wants You!!
Come apply to Commentary before
he starts drafting students.

www.TheCowl.com

Pick up an application in Slavin 104
(across from McPhail’s)
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Unforeseen expenses make Iraq war costly
Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Staff

by

As the possibility of war in Iraq looms
menacingly over the heads of United
Nations officials, politicians in
Washington, D.C., members of the
armed services, and
WAR IN American civilians, the
IRAQ costs and benefits of this
conflict must be addressed.
Many of the supposed benefits it will
bring to America are accompanied by
unforeseen consequences that far
outweigh these conceivably positive
outcomes. Furthermore, lack of support
from outside the U.S. and Iraq’s possible
terrorist allies leave the United States in
a vulnerable position. Congress should
analyze these costs and benefits carefully
before approving President Bush’s war
plans.

"----------------------There will be no immediate
positive economic effects of a
short engagement, only negative
ones.
First, the economic boost that war
could bring to the struggling economy
of the United States is a major reason
why many support this war. Also, many
people believe that the war is a worthy
cause simply for the potential drop in oil
prices that it might spark. However,
there will be no immediate positive
economic effects of a short engagement,
only negative ones. Instead, for either
of these economic benefits to actually
occur, the United States would have to
be involved in an extended conflict.
This is also a reflection of the
American public’s conception of the
lime that will be involved in a war in
Iraq. Many people believe that it will
be a short struggle, like Operation Desert
Storm, and that the Iraqis will surrender
quickly. While this may be true,
American troops will need to stay in Iraq
after any settlement is made to ensure a
peaceful transition into a new
governmental regime and to help rebuild

the country after the ultimate devastation
that war there will bring. Just because
reservists are being activated for one to
two years does not mean that that is
necessarily how long this conflict will
last. Thursday, February 13, Donald
Rumsfeld appeared before the Senate
and stated that the cost of war with Iraq
is not knowable and that the United
States will need to remain in the country
as long as necessary to rebuild it,
basically setting the time limit for the
war as indefinite.
The one obvious benefit to a war in
Iraq would be the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein as leader of Iraq. However, this
could most likely be accomplished
without war, and with the cooperation
of Iraq’s neighboring countries, which
do not want a war that will cause
destruction for their own people as well.
Saudi Arabia, for example, has been
promising help for a coup or other more
peaceful operation for months, to no
avail with the U.S. government.
Therefore, even the one true benefit of a
war in Iraq could be gained without a
violent conflict.
Finally the one thing that should stop,
the United States from entering into a
war in Iraq, more than anything else, is
the lack of support from leaders and
peoples of other nations around the
world. Most of the members of the U.N.
Security Council beseeched President
Bush earlier this week to give weapons
inspectors more time in the Persian Gulf.
Furthermore, French President Jacques
Chirac told Time that more weapons
inspections are needed before any
military action is even considered. The
recent destruction of 10 artillery shells
filled with mustard gas is a sign that the
inspections are working according to
many U.N. representatives. And even
though the Iraqi government continues
to refuse to destroy their Al Samoud 2
missiles, these only exceed the limit
given by the U.N. by 18 miles and have
no tracking system, which makes their
usable distance shorter. U.N. weapons
inspectors need more time to effectively
resolve this problem and decide whether

it is in violation of nuclear weapons
standards.
This past weekend people from
across the United States and around the
world protested the possibility of an
armed conflict in Iraq. Despite this show
of lack of support, which should be a
major consideration for President Bush’s
cabinet, the U.S. government’s stance on
war continued unwaveringly. The costs

in money, time, and most importantly
lives, far outweigh any possible benefit
a war in the Persian Gulf could produce,
especially if the United States enters it
alone. And the one true outcome for
which the war should actually be fought,
the expulsion of Saddam Hussein, could
still potentially be accomplished without
the extended violence and destruction
such a conflict would bring.

Professors: an appeal to our fellow citizens
No war is justifiable unless it is ab
solutely necessary. The United States
does not find itself in such a situation
at this moment.
Indeed, a preemptive war is incon
sistent and incompatible with the his
toric American traditions. So far the Ad
ministration in Washington has not of
fered compelling evidence of the neces
sity for war against Iraq, nor has it pre
sented a clear argument that the results
of such a war would be proportionate
to the costs. Wars are famously unpre
dictable, and few follow the course or
reach the end as expected. The cost of
war in lives and destruction is almost
always greater than predicted at the
start.
The following questions haunt the
American conscience:
Would not continuing our current
policy of containment and deterrence
to prevent Saddam from harming the
United States or his neighbors be pref
erable to war? Even with Secretary
Powell’s revelations to the United Na
tions on February 5, containment re
mains the best alternative to deter the
Iraqi regime. During decades of the
Cold War against the Soviet Union and
Red China, the policy of containment
and deterrence brought success without
war. The exception, the option for war
in Vietnam, brought disaster unforseen
from the start.
Will war strengthen solidarity with
our traditional allies and enhance the
satnding of the United States among the
antions of the Middle East? Whatever
the outcome of the war, our relations

with many other nations and people,
particularly those in the Islamic world,
will be damaged. Such damage in
creases the likelihood of more terror
ism and other threats to national secu
rity.
Will a war with Iraq distract the
United Statesfrom the more critical war
against Al Qaeda? The many months
of focus and energy the administration
has expended in preparing for war with
Iraq have drained resources from the
struggle against the terrorists who at
tacked us so brutally. We know how to
contain Saddam; Osama bin Laden is
still at large.
Can we justly risk the lives of our
young men and women and the Iraqi
people, themselves victims ofSaddam?
In patriotism and fraternity we ap
peal to our fellow citizens to petition
their Representatives and Senators to
demand that the government give us un
impeachable evidence to justify war or
give us peace.
James Tattersall
Liam Donohoe
Lou Cadwell
Paul T. Czech
Kenneth R. Overly
Jeffery T. Hoag
George Raymond
John J. Colby
Ethan Clotfelter
Rodney Delasanta
Richard J. Grace
Patrick V. Reid
Margaret M.
Manchester
Stephen Lynch
William E. Hudson

Vance Morgan
Mark S. Hyde
Craig Paterson
Joseph Cammarano
Art Jackson
Cyril K. Daddieh
Robert Trudeau
James M. Carlson
Michael Hayes
Mary L. Bellhouse
Richard Battistoni
Susan McCarthy
Douglas Blum
Hugh F. Lena
Lauric Naranch

EU tip-toes around religious affiliation
by

Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff

The debate about the inclusion of God
in the European Union’s future
constitution is certainly a rather new
agenda for a body that normally meets
to discuss economic
EUROPE issues like farm subsidies,
’ milk quotas, and coal
production. On a continent which for
centuries had monarchs ruling in His
name, the current debate over a mere
reference in the constitution is certainly
indicative of the times. It is especially
interesting in contrast to the United
States, a country that has prided itself
throughout its relatively short history on
its separation of church and state.
Despite this constitutional separation
of church and state, church attendance
remains at much higher levels in the
United States than in Europe.
Additionally, one need not listen to many
political speeches to note various nondenominational references to God. And
who can forget the proliferation of
posters after Sept. 11 featuring an
American flag and the phrase, “God
Bless America"? learly, though church
and state authorities operate in
completely separate spheres, Americans
are not uncomfortable with references to
the divine in the political realm. After
all. members of Congress sang "God
Bless America" on the steps of the
Capitol Building after the Sept. 11
attacks.
What does this difference in comfort
level over references to God in the
political sphere say about the level of
belief of Europeans and Americans?
One might argue that it does not include
anything about belief at all but simply
results from different experiences. After
all. Europeans throughout history have

witnessed, experienced, and participated
in many atrocities in the name of religion
as a result of abuses by political
authorities. The Crusades, the Spanish
Inquisition, the wars of religion, and the
anti-Semitism of Nazi Germany are but
a handful of examples of this. Rulers
into the 20th century seized power and
suppressed people in the name of God.
The memory of the dictator Franco in
Spain, whose coins featured his profile
and the words “Leader of Spain by the
grace of God,” is perhaps the driving
force behind Spain’s support for
excluding any mention of God from the
constitution. No doubt this type of
sentiment similarly motivates other
countries as well.

A constitution devoid of any
reference to God is a result of a
nearly complete separation of
the European from God, a
phenomenon which we have
thankfully yet to witness in the
United States.

-------------------------- "

Yet, underlying this is the very
disconcerting fact that Europe appears
to support a decidedly secular culture.
In addition to the telling decline in
church attendance, some of the proposed
language for the constitution, even that
which proposes to make reference to
God, is indicative of this fact. John
Bruton, a former Irish prime minister and
member of the union, supports an
addition to the constitution’s preamble
which would say Europeans are
“conscious of their history, of the
indivisible, universal values of human
dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity
and of what Europe owes to its spiritual

google

Member nations’ flags fly at half-mast outside the European Union offices in
Brussels after Sept. 11. The EU has recently been debating whether to
mention God in its constitution.
and moral heritage.” Such a phrase
seems to imply that these values are what
Europe has gained from its religious
heritage, but that this religious heritage
is something of the past. The suggestion
of such a phrase is almost utilitarian—
Europe’s spiritual and moral heritage
provided universal values. It supports
Christian virtues but without actual
having Christian beliefs behind it.
It is disturbing that a continent which
celebrates religious holidays as national
days-off regards religion in such a highly
secular, practical manner. Of course a
few countries, supported by the Vatican,

are in support of a clause that references
actual belief in God, not just a past
history of this belief.
Nonetheless, the fact that this is such
a hotly contested aspect of the new
constitution is telling. Given this, it
seems clear that the push towards a
constitution for the European Union
completely devoid of any reference to
God is a result of not just a desire for
complete separation of church and state,
but of a nearly complete separation of
the European from God, a phenomenon
which we have thankfully yet to witness
in the United States.
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Arts andE
ntertainmen
Even Ben Affleck’s giant head can’t
wrap itself around Daredevil’s holes.
Turn a blind eye, page 15.

His label, Anticon Records, lias Sole
living the American dream.
Sole: Selling Live Water, page 18.
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Don’t touch that dial
Despite improvements, WDOM still struggles for listeners
Kelly Mack ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

by

Is “Are you listening?’’ a) a
Jimmy Eat World song; b)
WDOM’s slogan; or c) a
Question from vour DWC
professor? If
you answered
a) or c), you,
like many other students at
Providence College, are
missing something here on
campus—namely, WDOM.
Although
WDOM
has
improved itself as a station
worth listening to this year, the
problem remains that students
aren't listening—and there may
not be anything WDOM can do
about it.
The importance of college
radio is essential to WDOM’s
relevance and a basis for its
programming.
WDOM
Secretary Kevin O’Connor ’03
says that the “idea of college
radio is still to provide an
alternative to commercial radio,
where people can tune in to hear
what’s on the cutting edge of

"- - - - - - - - The idea of college
radio is still to provide an
alternative to commercial
music, where people can
tune in to hear what’s on
the Cutting edge of music.
Kevin O’Connor ’03

------------ "
music.” Ted Leo, a recent live
in-studio act, has a more
personal take. “College radio
was my savior when I was in
college. ...It’s so valuable a
resource, and it takes on so
many different forms, too—
there are the communityoriented stations, the studentoriented stations, and...they
offer a forum for new ideas, be
they music or other—that’s
what college is for,” he says.
College radio is for students, by
students. Most college stations
also broadcast to the
surrounding
community,
offering a link between the
various music scenes that can
exist in one area.
College radio also often
serves as an indicator of the big
music to come: bands such as
The Donnas, Jimmy Eat World,
New Found Glory, R.E.M., U2,
Bush, and Nirvana have all been
popular on college radio before
mainstream radio and MTV
picked them up. With the
obvious potential benefits to
any given music community,
college radio stations should be
well-respected and wellreceived by any area they
serve—but can we say this for
WDOM, the college, and its
surrounding community?
In the past, WDOM has had
a bad rap for its lack of listeners,

“We pray for our listeners”:
WDOM Treasurer Brian
Wall ’05 (right) interviews
Ted Leo (above) on air.
and the station was plagued by
problems with events (for
example, WDOM is not
allowed to sponsor a concert
unless it is broadcast live, which
the station lacks the equipment
to do). To address these
problems,
the
WDOM
Executive Board has decided to
put a greater focus on quality
this year, along with alternative
forms of publicity.
Although it may not be
obvious to the college
community at-large, WDOM
has improved greatly since just
last year, beginning with the
music. This year, the number
of adds (albums the station is
trying to get into rotation) the
DJ’s are required to play has
increased from four to 10 per
show for rock shows, and from
two to five for mainstream
shows. This seemingly minor
change actually has a
significant effect on improving
the station’s quality. It makes
the DJ’s play more new music,
which often results in finding
new bands and albums that they
really like, which in turn leads
them to a greater enthusiasm for
their individual shows—the
idea being that the quality of
music will breed listenership.
The station has already received
positive feedback from the
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community, including more
calls to the station (requesting
songs and complimenting the
DJ’s), and even a letter to
College President Rev. Philip A.
Smith, O.P., commending
WDOM’s Christian rock show.
In addition, as long as
WDOM plays new music,
record companies will reward
WDOM for its willingness to
play it with more new music.
This improved relationship with
record companies is a step in the
right direction for WDOM,
leading
to
business
relationships that increase the
potential of more artists coming
to PC. The station’s focus on
the quality, diversity, and
freshness of its music is already
setting the station apart.
So WDOM is raising the bar
from the inside out, that much
is obvious. But the question
remains—why should we

listen? Although WDOM is
improving, the changes within
the station aren’t making any
real difference to the listening
audience. Carlee Breton ’05
sums up a widespread student
view: “I don’t think people
know
they’ve
made
improvements. If it was being
played in Slavin or Ray, more
people would be exposed to it.
As it stands now, WDOM has a
small listener base—which
exists because those listeners
already like the types of non
mainstream music that WDOM
plays.
WDOM General
Manager Scott Seseske cites the
variety of programming
(including indie, hip-hop, retro,
ska, techno, rock, and jazz) as a
major reason to tune in to
WDOM, because you can hear
music before it hits commercial
radio (if it ever does0. However,
students who do like to listen to

mainstream pop and rock have
few shows that are dedicated to
their interests, as WDOM bases
its format on non-mainstream
music, focusing most of its
attention on new and
underground artists.
Another reason cited by
Seseske as a good one for us to
listen to WDOM is the fact that,
because DJ’s pick their own
adds, “you won’t hear the same
10 tracks over and over again,”
as opposed to commercial radio,
whose adds are assigned by
station managers. However,
when a station is trying to gain
listeners, a downside of this
constant variety is that students
will never get familiar with one
song, band, or show that they
could tune in to hear anytime.
Many students report that
they don’t listen to WDOM
either because they don’t get
good reception in their rooms or
because they prefer CDs and
computer downloads to radio.
These students hold a view that
presents a challenge to college
radio in general, one that the
WDOM Executive Board plans
to change with live in-studio
artists and a new publicity
campaign in April. The artists
visiting to perform on-air at
WDOM throughout the month
of February include Ted Leo
(who left PC and went straight
to a performance on Late Night
With Conan O’Brien), Brian
Frazee, Missing Joe, and
possibly Weigh Down. Other
than having exclusive live
tracks from these artists,
WDOM will also have recorded
station promos from each of
them as part of a growing
collection that already includes
Sleater-Kinney. WDOM is also
planning a battle of the bands
in conjunction with BOP, a
Slavin Lawn live-broadcast
barbecue, and possibly a DJ/
Emcee challenge in conjunction
with BMSA. O’Connor says
that working with clubs and
organizations on campus is a big
part of WDOM’s plan to get its
name out and legitimize it as a
source of entertainment for
students, alongside the likes of
BOP.
WDOM is focused on
improving itself as a station, but
unfortunately their efforts are
facing a dichotomous campus:
either falling on the deaf ears of
a student body without the
desire to expand their musical
horizons or pulling together
those who are always looking
for something new. A ray of
hope for WDOM comes in the
form of students who give the
station a chance and decide they
like what they hear, like Becky
Coons ’04: “I feel like it’s
supporting your school to listen
to the radio station. Regular
stations suck, so the only good
music I hear is on WDOM.”
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Turn a blind eye
Daredevil, the newest comic book adaptation to hit the
silver screen, chooses style over substance
by

Movie

Music
Great Big Sea
Road Rage

Book
A PrayerJor Owen Meany
John Irving

From the beginning of the book, we
are told that Owen Meany is a
hero—and the reason the narrator
believes in God. With touches of
humor, tragedy and humanity, Irving
cleverly discusses war, religion,
faith, doubt and fate in this modernday masterpiece that was horribly
adapted into the movie Simon Birch
in 1998. The book itself, however,
is a must-read and one of the most
memorable books I’ve read.

Stephanie Smith ’06
A&E Staff

The enormous success of Spider-Man
has opened the movie industry’s eyes to
a plethora of comic book movies all
vying for your buck. In the next few
MOVIE months, the world
REVIEW will meet The Hulk
and X-Men 2, while
Batman V, Superman V, and Iron Man
are among the scripts being tossed
around Hollywood right now. But while
the trend will meet success, the industry
can’t make our new-found soft spot for
underprivileged superheroes work all the
time. Hence Daredevil, the latest comic
book flick which, sadly, is second rate.
Even the screen presence of Ben Affleck,
Jennifer Garner and Colin Farrell could
not keep the irrational tale afloat.
Moreover, it seems that director Mark
Steven Johnson spent a little too much
time on the overly violent fight scenes,
and very little time on the story.
Daredevil is two hours spent grimacing
at stab wounds, not watching a story
unfold.
Affleck plays Matt Murdock, a
lawyer who at a young age was blinded
by an accident with a radioactive
substance causing all his other senses to
have superhuman sensitivity. He prowls
the streets at night, looking to help
innocent victims as Daredevil to avenge
the death of his father. Along the Way,
he falls in love with Elektra (Jennifer
Garner), helping to protect her family
from the Kingpin (Michael Clarke
Duncan) and his new assassin. Bullseye
(Colin Farrell). Will good triumph over
evil? Can Murdock overcome his
handicap to see the truth? Does anybody
care?
Affleck struggles in bringing our hero
to life. His usual movie swagger and
smooth talk do not fit the character’s
innocent, tormented nature. Moreover,
his blindness seems unnatural, as if
Affleck never became comfortable with
it. Garner plays Elektra well, but the
character is not far from her Alias
persona. Here, she just seems typecast.
The two show chemistry, but it’s
misplaced. When Matt and Elektra first
meet, they start to duke it out in a
playground for no reason. It is
completely unbelievable and even a little
weird. It does not fit into the flow of the
story and seems to just be a chance for
the director to add another fight scene
swimming in special effects.
The supporting cast is hot and cold.
Michael Clarke Duncan is intimidating
and believable as the Kingpin. His
booming laugh never fails to send a
shiver down the audience’s spine,
demanding attention to a dominating
figure. Colin Farrell, on the other hand,
is completely unrecognizable and
unnecessary as Bullseye. He has about
four lines total and basically just runs
around throwing sharp objects. Only Jon
Favreau is really loveable. As Franklin
Nelson, Matt’s law partner, he utilizes
quick wit and goofiness that adds comic
relief to the film. At one point, he hands
Matt the mustard instead of the sugar for
his coffee. However, Matt switches the
cups when Franklin isn’t looking and he
drinks the mustard coffee. It’s a simple
joke, but among the intense fight scenes,
it is necessary.
Mark Steven Johnson’s direction is
meant to focus on action. The camera,
which at times roles faster than normal
so the. film appears to be fast-forwarding,
gives the feeling of intensity and. fear.
However, the lame acting only fights this
emotion, making the film confusing.
The script, also written by Johnson, fails
to explain most of the character?, leaving
Bullseye
and
Elektra
sorely
undeveloped. His outlandish script also

20th Century Fox

Just choose
truth-. Jennifer
Garner and
Ben Affleck
(pictured
above) face off
in one of
Daredevil's
many over
wrought fight
scenes while
Michael Clarke
Duncan’s
Kingpin tries
to figure out
Colin Farrell’s
Bullseye
(right).

turns Murdock’s walking stick into a
utility belt of sorts, containing knives and
sharp edges that pop up and poke out in
times of danger. This “improvement”
on the original weapon from the
Daredevil comics is nonsensical.
Once again, the movie-going public
has found itself in New York City with a
dark and tormented hero. This time
around, we meet Daredevil, a masked

hero who lives in a church and attends
Confession frequently. This leads us to
believe that he does not enjoy hurting
people, but he somehow has no choice.
Unfortunately these layers of character
that Johnson tries to peel away are
contrived and predictable. Daredevil is
a mediocre story with a superhero who,
alas, is not so super.
GRADE: C

S.T.E.P. 1 presents what to do
and what steps to take if you are

sexually assaulted.
1. Get to a safe place immediately.
2. Receive medical attention as soon as
possible.
3. Try to preserve all physical evidence.
4. Seek counseling and emotional
assistance.

Further information, questions, or
comments?
Contacts the S.T.E.P. 1 office x2374 or
the personal counseling center x2343.
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Well worth the wait
PC’s production of Beckett’s Waiting for Godot delivers a
poignant portrayal of life’s ups, downs, and in-betweens
by

Erin Woulfe ’03
A&E Staff

Who. in their right mind wants to go
see two-and-a-half hours of waiting?
Why would anyone want to see a play
THEATER with no resolution?
REVIEW Waiting for Godot is
Samuel Beckett’s
tragicomedy about two men waiting for
the unknown, in somewhere unknown,
and without control over anything. As
an audience member, it’s difficult to
know whether to laugh at the absurdity
of the situations and interactions or cry
at the true portrait of reality the show
paints. Blackfriars Theater does an
excellent job of walking this fine line,
making you smile when the reality has
become too grim, and using the over-thetop antics of the characters to sober the
entertaining moments.
Michael Propster ’03 and Daniel
Janeiro ’04 as Estragon (Gogo) and
Vladimir (Didi), respectively, are a
brilliant pair. Their sense of comedic
timing is especially well-developed—
together they can show the audience
playfulness, anger, regret, pleading, and
forgiveness in a series of a few lines.
While emotions and actions in the real
world might take some time to
experience, these performers reveal their
feelings in a matter of minutes, making
the fast-paced dialogue work.
Physically, the two interact well together
on the stage. Propster and Janeiro have
fencing matches, slide down the hill
where they wait, insult each other and
act like children at play to entertain
themselves.
When other characters happen upon
them, the comedic moments continue.
Francis Poulin '03 and Betsey Jensen ’05
make a grand entrance as Pozzo and
Lucky, respectively. Poulin plays a
clown with his ostentatious costuming
and pretentious attitude, while Jensen
evokes both humor and pity as Pozzo’s
slave. Her character is dragged around
on a noose, can never put down her bags,
and constantly exhibits labored

breathing—all actions that prove Lucky
is not very lucky at all. Only Estragon
and Vladimir ever take a moment to
notice it, although Estragon’s attention
is soon monopolized by a chicken bone.
Lucky takes full advantage of the one
moment in the show where someone is
called upon to think. She works with all
the energy within her to express all the
thoughts that no one else takes the time
to think. In the end the three around her
stifle her thinking and make her
subordinate again.
The actors make it extremely evident
that these characters have no control over
anything and that life happens to them
without their active participation. This
comes to a head when a boy (Conor
Tansey ’05) finds them waiting and
delivers news that Godot won’t be
arriving for them today. Vladimir pleads
with the boy as he runs off scared. “Tell
him that you saw us. You did see us,
didn’t you?” As the night falls, the two
talk of the cold, suicide, and of leaving,
yet they never leave the stage.
In the second act of Waiting for
Godot, Didi and Gogo return with the
same purpose—to wait. But Pozzo and
Lucky return changed. Pozzo is blind
and Lucky travels around on a much
shorter noose. Pozzo in Act Two is an
interesting contrast from the same
character in Act One. Poulin comments
on the hardships of life with the striking
observation: “They give birth astride a
grave, and down in the hole the
gravedigger stands with the forceps.”
Harsh words from the pompous
character that previously expounded
philosophically on topics and said
nothing at all.
The set for this performance,
designed by Jeremy Woodward, is
impressive. The lacquered hill makes
for an excellent slide, and the cutout
where shoes, baskets, and papers fill the
gaps makes an excellent metaphorical
connection to the script. The use of red
for the ground and metallic sheens for
the tree reminds the audience of the

Blackfriars Theater

Michael Propster ’03 and Daniel Janero ’04 (above) head up the small cast
of the Blackfriars Theater’s production of Waiting for Godot.

surreal nature of Didi and Gogo’s
situation, while continually representing
genuine life, the one that we all live.
The lighting, however, is not as
effective an accent. The transitions from
day to night just happen upon Didi and
Gogo, which is in accord with how all
events occur. Yet the use of spotlights is
both unnecessary and distracting, except
when Janeiro needs a shadow as a friend.
It results in the attention being drawn to
where the spotlight is moving next rather
than the character it is following.
The only portion of the action which
appears not to coincide with the rest of
the performance is the number of times
the actors leave the stage. Vladimir and
Estragon each leave multiple times for
various reasons, and it seems odd. Had
they left off the back of the set, near the
crest of the hill, it would have appeared
less that the characters could control
where they were going and what they
were doing. Having them leave out to

the wings when frightened, or when
nature calls, gives the appearance of
control over their actions, which the
audience is aware these men do not have.
Periodically as the play proceeds, the
realization of the play’s lack of action
crosses one’s mind. And then, before
the next line is said, you understand that
entertainment, like moments of
boredom, is all part of the ebb and flow
of everyday life—a life in which periods
of waiting and boredom are typically
punctuated with random moments of
entertainment. When questioned about
what to do when one falls down, Pozzo
replies, “We wait until we get up and then
we go on.” Blackfriars, however, does
not fall down with their portrayal of
Waitingfor Godot. This team has created
a two-and-a-half hour piece that can be
considered a surreal representative of all
aspects of life. Waiting for Godot runs
at Blackfriars through February 23.
GRADE: A-

A new prescription for success
Ted Leo and the Pharmacists embrace a host of musical styles, some
tough subject matter, and The Specials on the excellent Hearts of Oak
Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

by

Ted Leo/Pharmacists
Hearts of Oak
Lookout! Records
Hearts of Oak's first track, “Building
Skyscrapers in the Basement,” trades on
a loud drum roll, a thin, distorted riff,
and Leo’s timorous tenor, recalling an
Irish folk song more
than an indie fuzz
anthem. Then, as
you’ve prepared yourself for something
more stripped-down, you’re directed
post-Haste into the straight-out-of-thelate- 1970’s guitar histrionics of “Where
Have All The Rude Boys Gone?,” an
infectious AM pop gem constructed
around the centerpiece of two-tone ska
legends The Specials. And it only gets
harder to nail down from there.
Leo’s gift for diversity ensures that
no two songs are ever packaged in the
same straightforward manner; if one’s a
straight-ahead rocker, the next is going
to feature offbeat drumming, maracas,
and a funk bassline. In that respect.
Hearts of Oak is a testament to Leo’s
versatility, a 13-song statement that rock

and soul don’t have to be mutually
exclusive, and that adherence to the
generally accepted method isn’t always
the key to success (an especially
worthwhile lesson outside of the
mainstream).
The lyrical matter of Hearts of Oak
is as praiseworthy and varied as its song
structures, eschewing easy lines about
girls and heartbreak in favor of more
mature, weightier, and often glossedover topics. When Leo asks where all
the rude boys have gone, he’s not merely
commenting on the death of viable ska
music; he’s asking why he doesn’t see
any black mixed in with the familiar
white faces on the dance floor at rock
shows, focusing on the ideological basis
for the two-tone checkerboard aesthetic
favored by ska acts.
Whereas some younger, greener
artists might not have the perspective to
properly appreciate the level of social
and cultural
degeneration in
underground rock, as a practiced veteran
of the rock grind, Leo has seen the color
spectrum fade to white, and he believes
that we’re all the worse for it. The depth
and brilliance of “Rude Boys,” a
synthesis of Big Star-style power pop,
Cars-esque radio rock, and an

Lookout! Records

Hearts on his sleeve: Ted Leo and
the Pharmacists step outside indie
conventions, combining a wide
variety of influences to create a new
brand of rock on Hearts of Oak
(album cover pictured above).

intellectual point of view shaped both by
Leo’s experiences in the underground
and a vehemently asserted ethic of
inclusion, offers a pretty strong argument
that he might just be right.
In the same vein, the title track hits
on the submissive position to which rock
music’s women are relegated. Sleater-

Kinney, Bikini Kill, Babes in Toyland,
and Courtney Love are the exception, not
the rule, and the fact of the matter is,
unless you’re a bleached blonde sex
bomb devoid of substance and devoted
to being a masturbatory fantasy, you’ve
got a slim to nil shot of making it in the
music biz. “Hearts of Oak” rails against
that short-sighted reality, presenting one
woman’s triumphant statement of
independence amid a sea of doubters and
detractors: “She said, she said the cards
are still stacked against her, but she said
she could still do it alone ... she said,
‘No weak, no weak heart shall prosper!’
she said, she said, ‘Nothing’s wrong, and
I belong on this stage.’”
I have no doubt that if Ted Leo
wanted to focus his muse internally and
write about the nature of his personal
emotions, he’d be a solid songwriter.
That he takes another path and writes not
about what he feels, but what he sees,
makes him not just solid, but damn good
indeed, and the same can be said of
Hearts of Oak. I can’t call him the next
Paul Westerberg. Or Alex Chilton. Or
Bruce Springsteen. Or anyone else, for
that matter. For the first time, I’m
realizing just how good a thing that is.
GRADE: A-
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No laughing matter
Stitches Komedy Kafe emphasizes the comedy over the
cafe... no matter how you want to spell it
Stitches Komedy Kafe
Providence Place Mall
784-8243

About three months ago,
Stitches arrived on the Provi
dence entertainment scene with
a unique promise of good, cre
ative food and quality comedy
(or, as they put it, komedy) acts.
The result is a popular cafe that
boasts a version of the Gong
Show followed by Reggae
Nights on Sundays, Open Mic
Night on Wednesdays, a live
band on Thursdays, and a rotat
ing set of comedians on Thurs
days, Fridays and Saturdays.
Reservations are required for
the comedy acts and the Gong
Show, and there are two ways
to pay for your entertainment
and meal: $40 per person for
three courses from a limited
menu and the show, or a $12
cover and choices of anything
from the regular menu. If you
don’t have a sense of humor or
the patience to hear aspiring art
ists spew their visions, that’s
fine too if you want to eat just
lunch, or dinner at weird times.
Shows begin around 6 or 7pm,
so if you’re only going to eat,
you need to rule out the times
when Stitches is only taking res
ervations and charging a cover.

Atmosphere: It’s dark inside
Stitches, so you can safely
snicker at the comedians if they
bother you. Small colored
lights brighten up the place a
little, but it’s mostly what you’d
expect from a comedy club and
restaurant. A big, impressive
bar also takes up one side of the
restaurant, and it seems like a
good place to hang out after the
shows or during the music
nights. Silent TVs with captions
playing Comedy Central or the
Weather Channel keep you up
to date on what’s happening in
the outside world, and they add
to the casual atmosphere inside
the cafe. Use caution if you’re
losing your hearing: music
nights are loud, and it’s difficult
to hear yourself think.

Selection: The menu has a
great variety, a smart plan since
for many diners the main
attraction may be the
entertainment. Simple burgers
and sandwiches with a few
twists are available at
reasonable prices, while
appetizers like the sesameencrusted chicken breast are
more creative. Individual
pizzas
ranging
from
“karibbean” (ham, pineapple,
red onion, and mozzarella) to

steak and cheese can also be an
inexpensive choice, while a
more pricey entree like the herb
encrusted chicken arrives with
a port wine sauce. A gingerglazed salmon comes with leeks
and fennel, and “Rings &
Things” consists of calamari
with sundried tomato, olives,
garlic, and basil over tomato
fettucini. The menu indicates
that the comedy at the restaurant
must be mildly amusing, at
least: the Caesar salad “is served
with a knife” and you’re
welcome to order the “field of
greens” salad. Titles for the
menu’s parts are also funny, as
wines are listed under the
“Stomped Grapes” portion, and
the “Headliners” list of entrees
kindly warns that eating
undercooked meat, seafood, or
seagulls can kill you. Bar
listings of “martini kocktails”
also look good, including the
cosmopolitan that comes with a
Swedish fish.
Quality: Like the selection, it
seems that the food’s quality
varies.
The five-cheese
(mozzarella, gruyere, feta,
romano, and parmesan) pizza
tastes good, though nothing
extraordinary comes from
eating it. A chicken satay

sandwich comes with a
delicious but incredibly spicy
peanut sauce balanced out by a
sweet mango papaya red onion
relish. The sandwich’s bun is
fresh, though the tough meat
may not have similar roots.
Although it tastes fine overall,
the chicken breasts on
sandwiches should be easily cut
with a dull knife. Perhaps
Stitches should toss some of
those Caesar salad knives to
their patrons ordering chicken
later
in
the
evening.
Sandwiches and burgers come
with fries that trigger memories
of those rumors that Burger
King sticks plastic in their batter
to make the end result crispier.
Like the sandwich, the fries
aren’t terrible, but they could
use some work and some
softening.

Service: Perhaps the waitstaff
is filled with hopeful comedians
hoping to get discovered, as one
waiter did admit to performing
frequently at the Open Mic
Night. On his trivial waiter
nights, he treats customers very
nicely, just as the Stitches phone
reservations recording promises
you will experience. Prompt
service is one of the restaurant’s
best attributes, even though this

waiter also bears the bad news
that certain menu items are gone
for the night.
Affordability: A meal at
Stitches can be as expensive as
you want it to be, since the
menu’s wide range of foods
means a wide range of prices.
Sandwiches are around $7, as
are salads; pizzas are a little
more at $8.95. Entrees like
steak or the catch of the day are
closer to $15, which still isn’t
an outrageous price.

Overall: The entertainment at
Stitches seems promising for a
good time, though their food
isn’t the wonderful cuisine that
would make the combination
perfect. Many dishes on the
menu sound like appetizing and
creative fusions of food, and
they might be. The quality of
the ingredients could be
improved, like in the chicken
sandwich. It’s also possible that
they pull out all the stops for
their shows; going to eat at 9pm
after a busy night might not
yield the most palatable
examples of their food. Either
way, Stitches isn’t a place to rule
out for the experience; just don’t
go if all you want it a good meal.
GRADE: B
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Urban Elements

Sole: Selling Live Water
by

Joe Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff

If Busta Rhymes went to your high
school, you’d be a fan of Busta. And if
Jay-Z went to your high school, you’d
definitely be a fan of Jigga. In my case,
hailing from the great state of Maine, I’m
a fan of the best emcee to emerge from
my high school: Sole.
While he may not be a household
name like Busta or Jay, Sole is by far one
of the top rhyme-slayers in the game
today. After establishing himself in
Portland, Maine, Sole moved to Oakland,
Calif., established the collective indie
label Anticon, feuded in a heated rap beef
with Definitive Jux label head El-P,
contributed to the compilation Deep
Puddle Dynamics, created 6 Months
Distribution (his own distribution
company),
and
released
the
groundbreaking epic Bottle of Humans,
one of the top five albums of 2000. Whew.
Definitive independent hip-hop website
HipHopInfinity.com even has Sole
ranked as the 15th best emcee in the
world today, behind the likes of Eminem
and Jay-Z, but ahead of lyricists like Mos
Def. Talib Kweli, and KRS-ONE.
Sole’s intent has been to expand and
reshape the boundaries of hip-hop by
moving in a direction that focuses less
on rhyme schemes and more on
conceptual lyricism and stream-ofconsciousness raps, while adding in his
own personal anxieties and cynicism that
makes Sole who he is. As Sole states, he
doesn’t rap in bumper stickers. He wins
with 40-liners. Just one line from “The
Scarecrow Speaks” shows you the road
Sole’s traveling: “Don’t do it for the
wealth, do it all for the love / Love
everything you do, and do nothing half
heartedly / Be what you.speak, man,
never speak on what you be / Even if
you're lost, front like you got a plan / It
ain't that hard, but stand if you’re ready
to be a man.” Despite the non-rhyming
structure, Sole is able to keep your head

Anticon Records

“Do not make me run! I am full of chocolate!”-. Portland’s favorite son, the
pastry-loving mic devastator Sole (above), might choose to remain in hip
hop’s basement, but his conceptual rhymes come strictly from up-top.

nodding with his unparalleled flow that
rides every bass line like a Hell’s Angel
on the open road.
Now, nearly two and a half years
after the release of Bottle of Humans,
Sole is back and ready to blow the lid
off of hip-hop again with his new
release, Selling Live Water. The title
refers to a line in one a Gregory Corso
poems in which he depicts himself as
an “ugly bag of water.” Sole expands
on this concept, proposing that human
beings are “live water” constantly being
bought, sold, and devalued. Clearly, this
isn’t the latest release from DMX.
On Water, Sole expands his lyrical
skills and creativity, touching on new
concept matter. On the track “Sebago,”
Sole describes the horror of a bad
mushroom trip over a haunting beat by
Anticon crewmate Jel. Sole’s words
bring you right into his dreadful trip with
lines like, “I remember this one night /

If you ’re not reading
it, you’re blowing it.

TheCowl.com

the world was still dead back then / the
way it spun my shins to dance with
blankets being chased in circles...
Everything spins that has a point / and
me spinning hysterical / crying / them
laughing / stems in my hair, dancing in
the grass atop a mountain / the perfect
landing for a UFO.” “Pawn in the Game
Pt. I” gives Sole a chance to showcase
his cynicism as he critiques modern life
in America by spitting lines like, “I know
mother told you you could be an actual
star, but space isn’t for you: there’s not
enough windows,” and “If we governed
ourselves, we’d have to stop fighting, or

focus on breeding, or focus on living”.
The mournful trumpet sample that
sings over a relaxed drum ‘n’ bass drum
pattern on “The Priziest Horse” provides
the perfect soundscape for Sole to spit
40-liners like “Everyone around me has
these holes drilled through ‘em / and
someone on the other side is trying to
figure it out / Dying to be someone /
killing to get recognized as something
that you’re not... Quit playing kid games
with your old tongue ‘til you can find
someone to buy future epiphanies from.”
Sole even makes political comments on
America’s response to 9/11 on “Ode to
the War on Terrorism” and the selling
and marketing of the American dream
on “Selling Live Water.”
Amidst the hip-hop we have all come
to know and love nowadays, Sole
doesn’t really fit the prototypical mold
of an “emcee.” His style is off-beat,
cynical, and in-your-face. He doesn’t
rhyme about cash, drugs, and hoes.
Sometimes, he doesn’t even rhyme. But
Sole still embodies hip-hop; he’s just an
emcee preaching his ideals, his beliefs.
The amazing creativity, both lyrically
and musically, on Selling Live Water may
cause many people to bypass it for more
jiggy hip-hop. But at the same time, the
creativity is the album’s highest
achievement. The depth at which Sole
is able to explore topics and present them
to the listener is revolutionary. So if
Sole’s definition of hip-hop is too deep
for some, he’s got one response: “Yeah,
I’m deep, deep in debt, deep in thought,
falling off the deep end without a
bungee.. .and if you don’t understand it,
I can’t explain it.”

—The Cowl
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Happy anniversary, Dana
(Joan) “10:45?! What?! Oh no! What
the heck happened to my alarm?! I was
supposed to be up two hours ago! I’m
supposed to be giving my
final presentation in Stats
today! I’m screwed!”
Such were the thoughts running
through Nate’s mind as he realized he’d
overslept on the most important day of
the semester. He jumped out of bed and
scrambled around in the dark to get ready.
Pulling two mismatched socks from his
top drawer, he slammed his fist in
anger— he’d completely forgotten to do
his laundry last night and all he had left
was one brown and one white sock. They
would have to do. Opening the window
for some light, Nate stood face to face
with his daily weather report. Tuesday,
April 3: Pouring rain with a high of 40
degrees.
“Phooey!!” could this day get any
worse?!” he thought to himself. Just then,
Nate heard a knock at the door. He swung
it open in a fit of frustration, but alas, it
was just his girlfriend, Dana. He smiled,
for she was just the person who was
always there to cheer him up when he
was feeling down.. .or so he thought.
“Happy anniversary, honey!” Dana
exclaimed with glee, whipping out a giftwrapped box from behind her back.
Nate’s world flashed before his eyes.
Just when he’d thought his misfortune
might have taken a turn for the better,
nervous sweat began to fall in beads from
his forehead faster than the rain pelting
his window — “I can’t believe this,” Nate
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thought to himself, “I forgot our
anniversary.”
(Katie) “Oh, baby. Thank you so
much! What is this?” He giggled with a
nervous twitch.
“Open it! Go ahead."
Nate took the box in his arms, and
began unwrapping the paper. In his mind,
he was racing through possibilities for a
last minute gift. He finally lifted a gray
and navy blue pull-over sweater he had
wanted from the mall. He was sickened
by her thoughtfulness.

“Oh, honey. This is awesome. It’s so
nice. This is just the one I wanted.”
Nate looked at his watch. There was
no making Stats now. He’d just have to
beg for mercy tomorrow. At her
command, he pulled the new sweater
over his head and onto his quivering
body. Darn. It looked good.
“Well, sweetie. This is a very special
anniversary for us, you know.” He spoke
slowly enough to form the words as he
went along. “It’s one year. Wow. That’s
why I have a very special gift for you.”

His palms were soaking wet. He walked
over to his dresser, and opened the
bottom drawer. Scanning quickly its
contents, he set his eyes upon a set of
permanent markers he had bought last
week. A box of black, blue, red and
brown — the green was missing. His
picked them up, desperately trying to
appear genuine.
“Dana, these may look like ordinary
markers, but these were the last gift my
great grandfather ever gave to me. On
his deathbed he said to me, ‘Nathan,
you’re going away to college soon. And
you’ll be learning lots of new things.’”
Nate’s voice trailed off as he concocted
his story. ‘“So take these markers as a
sign of my... support for your new
endeavors. I love you, boy.’ Now, Dana,
I want you to have these very, very
special markers.” He closed the box in
between her hands and kissed them
gently.
(Chris) “Nate...that’s so...so...”
Dana couldn’t find the words to express
to Nate how she felt. “I think I’m going
to cry, you sweet, sweet man!” She
dabbed at her moist eyes with a Kleenex
while continuing to extol Nate’s virtues.
Nate felt awful for having forgotten
their anniversary, but now he felt even
worse for having deceived the woman
he loved. He decided he had to put thing
right with a real present later that night.
“I’m glad you like them,” said Nate,
“but that’s not at all. I have another
DISHES/Page 22

Answering the call: anticipating the unknown
by

yards accessible to one another. It
seemed Tim had been expecting him and
after a day of building forts in the hedges,
Mark forgot ever having not known Tim.
It was only during the night when Mark
tried to fall asleep in his new bedroom

Aislinn Martin ’05
Portfolio Staff

Mark couldn’t understand why Tim
had called him.
The phone call came last Thursday
night just as Mark had finished putting
away all the supper dishes. The voice
on the other end told him
it was Tim. It had been
three months since their
last phone conversation. That conversa
tion had been brief—Tim, on his way out
to a show, had just called to congratulate
Mark on his engagement. Thursday
night Tim had kept him on the phone
fomearly two hours— not really explain
ing anything much, just insisting that
Mark fly out to New York City as soon
as he could. After they had hung up Mark
sat on his couch wondering what he
could possibly do for Tim.
After all, it had been five years since
they’d last seen each other. He thought
of the day when Tim had decided to leave
music school. He had called Mark on
the phone and they had discussed Tim’s
plan to leave the West Coast and fly to
Boston. Mark had tried to dissuade
him—his friend’s plan was capricious
and unreasonable. He had told Tim that
he wouldn’t have a place to stay, he didn’t
know anyone out there and that if he’d
want to make something of himself then
he would have to stay in school. That old
feeling came back to him suddenly. He
had felt sick in his dorm room after their

"-----------------------------------
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argument. He regretted having so
harshly censured Tim’s plan. Tim had
demanded to know why Mark was so
opposed to his idea, and had bitterly
quipped that Mark knew nothing of what
he was going through out in L.A.
They had seen each other only twice
after that night. So why was he on a
plane flying out to New York-, Mark
wondered. Mark had left Mary standing
in the kitchen, asking him why he was
going out to New York when they had
planned to visit her parents up in Oregon
that weekend. He was afraid that he
would barely know the man he was
going to see. Mark leaned his head
against the seat and tried to remember
his five-year-old self and the day that his
family moved into the neighborhood—
the waif of a kid next door, who
immediately showed up at his front door
and led Mark into his new backyard to
proudly display the passage carved
through the hedges that would make their

Mark ran his tongue
over the pretzel in his
mouth until all the salt
dissolved... Who was
the person he was
going to see? So much
time had passed...

-------------------- --------------- "
that he realized he had only just met Tim.
Why had Tim called and asked for
his help? Tim hadn’t made himself clear
on the phone. Yet Mark was convinced
it was serious and it wasn’t only the
nature of the request that made Mark feel
that way. It had been his voice—the way
it had dropped. He remembered Tim
used that voice when he told someone
something important, or something he
didn’t want anyone to repeat. He usually
fell into that tone when he felt something
deeply, something he wasn’t going to
spell out for you, but something that he
wanted you to think about and
remember. Mark was convinced that he

used this voice when he was talking with
women.
Mark ran his tongue over the pretzel
in his mouth until all the salt dissolved.
He remembered to stop the stewardess,
but forgot what he was going to ask her.
He and Tim used write a column together
for the high school newspaper every
week. Everyone read their articles for
the sarcasm and the fact that they were
willing to say things that might get them
in trouble. He remembered the English
teacher keeping them after class one day;
she had waved the article they had
written in the air as she sat at her desk.
It was an allegory and it suggested that
the new principal’s decision to
crackdown on the seniors’ unofficial
privileges was a mistake, punishable by
death in fact. “You’ve gone too far this
time. We can’t print this,” he recalled
her saying. They got an “A” though, they
had found that hilarious. Mark thought
back on some of the things they were
able to get away with. Another bag of
pretzels; that was what he had wanted.
Mark thought about the band. Tim
could play just about every instrument.
Music just came unbelievably easy to
him. No one could really figure out
where his ability came from—his mother
had worked at the post office. He just
shrugged when anyone thought to ask
him about it. He had picked up piano,
cello, drums, and bass. But he was a
DESTINATION/Page 23
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The girl and the cello
by Jennifer Skala ’05
Asst. Portfolio Editor

In the beginning, the cello was
almost bigger than the little girl. The
smooth, round top of the scroll went
past her shoulder. That
was one of the reasons she
liked it — because it was
bigger than any of the other instruments
from whuch to choose. No one else had
chosen to play the cello, which made her
cello even more special. It was one-ofa- kind. The cello and the little girl were
a good match.
In the beginning, the cello received a
lot of attention. The little girl diligently
practiced her scales and would spend
time going over the simple songs in the
music book. She would polish the rosin
dust off of the shiny, mahogany wood
and the tight, silver strings. The carefully
carved curves of the cello were full of
mystery and potential. She carried it
around with pride even though that was
hard to do because of its cumbersome
shape.
In the beginning, bringing the cello
to school on the bus didn’t bother the
little girl. It was always hard to fit the
cello in the seat but it was just something
she had to do. The teasing from the other
kids didn't bother her either. She knew

she could do great things with her cello.
Besides, she was the only one who played
the cello in the school and she knew that
was important.
After a while, carrying the cello
around started to become a real pain. It
was always getting bumped and kids were
never careful around it. The teasing
started to bother the girl and bringing the
cello on the bus was more trouble than it
was worth. Lugging the cello to school
on the bus took longer than actually
playing it in orchestra. The girl was even
relieved the days she didn’t have to bring
the cello to school.
After a while, the surface of the cello
wasn’t as shiny. The girl didn’t clean it
as often and the rosin dust built up on the
once gleaming wood. The years of
transporting the cello to school took its
toll on the cello’s edges. Small nicks and
scratches cut into its soft, wooden shape.
There were tears in its black cloth case
and its bow started to yellow. But the
scuffs were minor and the cello was still
a beautiful, regal instrument. It still had
the same sharp, distinct silhouette, even
though the girl was much bigger than the
cello now.
After a while, the cello spent more
time in its case in the corner of her room.
It was rarely played and when it was, the
girl’s fingers were clumsy and forgetful
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along the strings. She took lessons for
a few summers, hoping that maybe they
would spark her interest once again.
But it didn’t work— the girl had
become too busy for the cello. Its shape
seemed to have lost its mystery and
potential. It was just a hollow, wooden
instrument. But the girl was reluctant
to let the cello go.
Now, the cello sits in a corner in the
girl’s closet —its case covered with
dust. The cello’s lacquered wood does
not hold the same luster and its strings
are loose and out of tune. The scratches
are still there, though they now give
character when they once detracted
from the beauty of the cello. It’s been
years since it was last touched but
it stands waiting, ready to be
played again.
Now, the cello sits in
a corner of the girl’s
mind, covered with
memories. She
knows she was
never any good at
it and will probably
never play again.
But every time she
hears a certain
song, she thinks of
the cello. The cello was part of her
childhood, part of her. So the cello

remains in her closet. Maybe she will
sell it....but not just yet.

To be OAR not to be
A prospective PC student's college essay
by

Neisha McGuckin ’03
Portfolio Staff

What are your words to live by?
Forget academic reputation. Class
size, tuition costs, athletic facilities:
these are trivial. According to the latest
U.S. News and World
SHOR
Reports, there is a hot
STORY new rating for college
applicants to monitor.
Ergo, I introduce as my words to live
by: “Office of Academic Records
rating.”
I have gone to great lengths to
measure each of the four-year colleges
of my choice based on the quality of
their Office of Academic Records.
Above all, the benefits of this criterion
lie in its ability to guarantee my smooth
transition to life after college, which
contrary to popular belief, lasts longer
than these four fleeting years. In
choosing an institution of higher
learning, I have been told by my wiser,
older relatives that what you study,
where you go and even what sorts of
grades you get don’t really matter when
it comes to your career. Even these past
four years of high school are trifling
once you get to college (while all of my
classmates are still bragging about their
SAT scores, this is deemed petty,
juvenile and dweebish among college
freshmen). Follow your heart and the
money will follow, they told me.
Therefore the only thing of substance
is getting the hell out and having
somewhere to go afterwards. That’s
where the Academic Records ratings
come in.
With the triumph of the “information
superhighway,” the Office of Career
Services is slowly being replaced by
online search engines and office visits,
although helpful, are not in dire need
as they once were. But the Office of
Academic Records is a whole different
story. This is the office that threatens
you with unenrollment if you neglect
to drop off that “I-am-still-here” form,
that strips you of your diploma if you
forget to deliver your “this-is-myname-spelled-phonetically” form, and

consequently, the office that controls
your past, present and destiny. If you
want to commit academic suicide, look
no further than missing a visit to the
Office of Academic Records. If you have
serious enemies, they can make it all look
like an accident (insert evil laugh).
Luckily, PC’s OAR has a smoothly
organized, cheerful and stress-free
environment which ensures the college
a spot on my list of top three schools.
Their swift rendering of transcripts and
strong fax and phone request services
secure the futures of Providence College
students.

"- - - - - - Yeah, I placed a request for
the transcript by fax two weeks
ago and yesterday the secretary
told me it had been ‘misplaced.’

------------------------- "
When I visited PC for a tour last fall,
I was shivering with anticipation as we
approached Harkins Hall, the home of
the Office of Academic Records. As the
tour came to a close at Harkins, I could
not hide my look of disappointment. We
had not visited the famed sight.
Suddenly, like a ray of light from heaven,
our white-jacketed tour guide excused
himself to “run a quick errand to
Academic Records.” I knew this was my
chance. I crept surreptitiously behind him
to this mecca, tucked away on the second
floor.
I arrived at the office in time to
witness a student receiving her official
transcript in her very own hand! I
overheard her say, “Yeah, I placed a
request for the transcript by fax two
weeks ago and yesterday the secretary
told me it had been ‘misplaced.’” Due to
the urgency of the situation, however,
Academic Records approved a sealed
transcript, ready the very next day. I was
floored by their elegant recognition of
their part in the student’s dilemma. As
long as this office continues their
exemplary delivery of official transcripts
to my potential employers and graduate
schools, the next four years will be worth
my words to live by.
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A day with
Descartes
by

John Manganaro ’03
Portfolio Staff

He sat hunched over the table
Candle light shedding what it could
I looked over his shoulder
Saw nothing but small marks and manuscripts
A foreign language
It actually wasn’t too impressive

Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor

bv

(Aurea in the sun.
A girl crying for water).

I gained more amusement by the surroundings
A quill pen lay on its side
Pouring its soul onto the dark table

Her back is cool against the fresh white towel
And her toes have found their place tucked into the sand.
High tide is foiling in, under the sinking sun and moans of the gulls.
Children are herded down cragged paths
To the gravel lot
As families head off to 6 p.tn. reservations at the Lobster House.

A virgin parchment
Willing to be scorn by his hand
Caring not what is written
Only that it could be used

Rushing toward the water’s looming touch.
Washing sand off ankles.
Slipping into jelly sandals,
With wet hair plastered to sunburned cheeks and sun-dried shoulders.
Water chases children and steals shrieks of laughter off into the gentle surf.

He moved his careful hand
Motioned me to the waiting chair
I sat, eyes strained
But I did not know
A Foreign Language
But to him
He understood everything

The crowds weaken and wither.
Aurea sleeps in the sun with a calm smile so apathetic to her child’s frantic cries.
The water strains in
Streams crawling through footprints and sand rubble toward the bleached linen
As a child’s desperate tugs grow wet with mucus and choking sobs.

The sand is quelled, sunken wet waves and waters and streams
Which lurk in the wake of ebb and flow until they kiss the scarlet toe polish
And bronzed skin, and carry it to the sea.
Move back mother. The dead grass is so dry.

From another cross
by

Lirg drawkcab eht
by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

About everything
Backwards was her.
Happy was she when cried she,
Mad was she when laughed and.
Across left to right wrote she
Journal her of pages the,
Taunts the detailed she wherein
(Mouths and) hands the at received she
Classmates her of.
“Girl Backward The” her called they,
Time every laugh her made which.
Hand other the on, she,
Be to herself considered only
Distinct, special, unique.
Continued taunts the because but
Stopped never laughter her and,
Away run to decided she
Return never and.
Forever put stayed she, consequently.
Hard so laughed she day one
Herself to birth gave she.
Sorry all were they then and.
Tale the (begins) ends thus
Backwards called all they girl the of.

Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff

My hands were bound, my wrists bruised,
My bare feet trod sharp stones but I cared not.
I walked before the Roman soldiers
Whose faces never looked on me with pity.
I was not even worth Caesar’s contempt.
The room was dim where the judges questioned me.
“Have you anything to say in your defense, Dismus?”
I had nothing to say. I stood under a heavy, patent guilt.
I was resigned to forfeit and be dispensed with—
But no man could help a paling and a shaking
If he heard that sentence — ‘You will crucify.'
I have no tongue that can retell those pains.
As my life-strength ebbed another man appeared
Bearing his beam and round his head were briars.
I could not read his sentence but the people
Called it out —- condemned for being king.
(Across from me a man I knew already suffered).
The crowd below, women weeping, my skin cold
Some soldiers casting lots, sounds loud now distant
One second follows another but no time seems to pass.
Oh ! My crimes will not stop taunting my sight!
The people keep crying to the man in the center,
'Come, save yourself if you’re the Christ of God!’
He did not answer them but looked abroad
Unnamable Nobility behind his bloodied face.

Suddenly, iny fellow robber cried panting curses
And sneered, ‘Are not you Christ? Save then yourself
And take us down as well.” My heart, now beating weaker
Slower now, still kindled and I gasped across the space,
“Have you no fear of God? Are we not both paying
What we owe under this sentence'? Ah!
This man has done nothing wrong.”
The crowned man looked at me then.
A fire that did not hurt went through
My agony-torn frame. “Jesus!” I cried,
“Remember me — when you come...”
I gathered in my final grains of strength,
“When you come into Your kingdom!”
And he replied with calm as comes with right—
“Amen, I say to you, this very day
You will be with me in Paradise.”
And as I died I knew He hadn’t lied.
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Separation anxiety: Seniors, beware
by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03
Portfolio Staff

Going to school at any college, par
ticularly this college, at this point of the
year is quite an interesting period to ob
serve. The people you see everyday are
undergoing dramatic changes — so
much so that the ecosys
tem of Providence Col
lege begins to resemble
a zoo, and not very many of us are the
casual observers on the outside of the
glass looking in. Instead, we are the flearidden primates running around forag
ing for food and seeking shelter from the
wild in the dysfunctional psychological
recesses of our minds. Observe:
This set of characteristics pertains,
but is not limited, to seniors who are fast
approaching graduation. A malady is
overtaking us and there is no possible
wav to adequately adapt. Like meno
pause or male PMS, the wide range
symptoms may be both overt and slight.
If you watch carefully however, you may
be perceptive enough to recognize the
epidemic spreading across the PC cam
pus. First, let me explain the circum
stances that cultivated this new but not
unusual development.
For about the 20th time in all our
lives, we are on the verge of being
weaned. It started off with birth, when
we left that fabulously warm, quiet, pro
tected world and traded it in for a noisy,
smelly and dangerous playpen. Next
came breastfeeding, and we all remem
ber just how traumatic it was switching
io solid foods. And then there was los
ing the diaper for “big boy or girl" pants.
Times, they were a-changing. Unfortu
nately, they still are, but this time, what
goes around comes around.
Do you remember that first day you
went off to school? Preschool or kin
dergarten, .wherever you went, you had
to first be separated from your precious
mother. For most obnoxious little tykes,
this is perhaps the most harrowing of all
weaning experiences. Going off to
school on your own is the first step to
wards independence, responsibility and
stress — a legacy we are now currently
fulfilling.
Graduation, and in many cases sim-
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ply returning back home after a long year
of scholastic labor, is the antithesis of
that first day of school. Now, rather than
fearing leaving our mothers, we instead
fear that we will have to return to them.
Many graduates may be running back to
mom for the first time since that fated
first day of school. If you were fearful

before, you should be absolutely terri
fied now.
Reminiscent of the apprehension that
accompanied "leaving home,” students
campus-wide are experiencing a longawaited backlash to that initial distress.
The resulting behavior is nearly identi
cal for all affected individuals. You may

Dinner:

doing dishes
continued from page 19

surprise for you. You’ll get it tonight,
after we have dinner at Chez
Magnifique."
"Really? That’s the most expensive,
and consequently, most romantic
restaurant in town! You are the best
boyfriend ever! I’ll see you tonight,
sweetie!” With that, Dana gave Nate a
quick peck on the cheek and flitted and
floated out of Nate’s room.
Nate heaved a hearty sigh. He had
bought himself some time, but now he
had some work to do. He had to come
up with a better present than the driedout, incomplete set of markers he said
he got from his dying great grandfather.
And he had to try and make reservations
at the most exclusive restaurant he knew
of. The hole Nate had dug himself kept
getting deeper and deeper.
(Jen) After the gift-giving fiasco,
Nate realized he would had to rush down
to his Stats professor and give him some
kind of pathetic excuse as to why he
missed his presentation. As he
approached the Stats classroom, one of
his classmates, Nick, walked out. Nick
gave him an annoyed look and said. “You
owe me. 1 offered to present today
instead of tomorrow to save your sorry
butt.”
Nate was surprised by the
generosity of this kid he barely knew.

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

“Wow...Thanks a lot, man. I am having
the worst day and you really helped me
out. What can I do to make it up to you?”
“Well, I do need someone to fill in
for me tonight at work,” Nick said
matter-of-factly.
“Oh yeah, sure. No problem!” Nate
blurted out. “Any day, any time!” He was
anxious to return the favor and he didn’t
even think of the plans he already had
for tonight.
“Good. Show up at Chez Magnifique
tonight at 7 p.m. And wear comfortable
clothes — it gets pretty warm back there
in the kitchen, cleaning all those dishes.
(Aislinn) As soon as Nick mentioned
Chez Magnifique a horrible vision came
to Nate’s mind. He saw himself standing
in the restaurant’s kitchen, wearing those
yellow dishwasher’s gloves, soap suds
in his hair and sheepishly trying to explain

to an inconsolable Dana that he was doing
a favor for some guy named Nick.
Nate spent the rest of the afternoon
curled up under the comforter on his bed
in a fetal position. He missed all his
classes and feared he was beginning to
develop a nervous twitch in his right arm.
His roommate kindly tried to spoon feed
him chicken soup, but Nate was unable
to raise his head from the pillow. Finally
at 6:30 Nate came to and broke out of
the cocoon he had constructed out of
blankets. He had just enough time to
pick up Dana, get to the restaurant,
and....and....
As she hopped into Nate’s car, Dana
leaned over and sweetly kissed him on
the cheek. Nate felt sick to his stomach.
Since he’d wasted the entire day
consumed with self-pity, he was forced
to think of an explanation on the spot.

notice at about this time of year, rela
tionships will spring up out of the middle
of nowhere, in some of the most unex
pected places, between some of the most
astonishing people. If it didn’t make
sense to you before, it certainly should
now. They are desperately clinging to a
lifestyle that will soon be, as they say in
the fashion world, “out-of-style.”
Like these budding romances, you
may see in other people, and quite cer
tainly yourself, that friendships are re
discovered and renewed with a sense of
vigor and zest never before witnessed.
Those three guys or girls that you used
to hate are now on the verge of becom
ing your best friends. What does it mat
ter that you still don’t like them all that
much, because soon even hating them
won’t be an option anymore. The world
as we know it is fading fast, so every
body is hanging on to both their sanity
and their acquaintances with all their
might.
'Now. there are those rare freaks of
nature who will adopt the complete op
posite approach and resign themselves
to hermitage at an early stqge in order to
avoid the necessary separation that fol
lows the end of a year, or the end of all
years that is graduation. Rather than
desperately clinging, they will instead
retire with some warped sense of per
sonal pride, trying to remain.a rock, an
island. That social butterfly from fresh
men year very well may close up her
wings in a cocoon and try to turn herself
back into an ugly little caterpillar. Not
that most of us aren't grateful for a little
peace and quiet, but that’s no way to go
out.
So, as it turns out, all that strange,
unexplainable behavior you’ve been no
ticing lately actually does have an ex
planation. Out of fear and uncertainty,
we cling to the only things we know —
good and bad. Or perhaps instead you
will find people holing up in caves and
hibernating until the winter passes. My
conclusion? We need to amend that fa
mous “Big Yellow Taxi” song lyric
"Don’t it always seem to go that you
don’t know what you got till it’s gone.”
The addendum? "... so hang on for dear
life.” I guarantee that that’s all you’ll be
seeing for the remainder of the year.

“Dana, I really wanted to make this
evening unique. Today I realized that
every guy takes his girlfriend to out to
dinner on their anniversary. Because our
relationship is so special, I thought that
we should do something out of the
ordinary.” — ’'f
“So we’re not going to Chez
Magnifique?”
“Ah—we’re still going there, but the
thing is—we’re not going there to eat
dinner. We’re going there to do
community service.”
“Community service at Chez
Magnifique—what are you talking
about?
“Well, I realized that we’re two very
privileged college students and our
anniversary got me thinking that we have
a lot to be thankful for—especially each
other.”
“Nate, you’re the sweetest guy I’ve
ever dated.” Dana was looking at him
so endearingly that Nate couldn’t help
but feel relieved.
“So we’re doing community service
for this guy named Nick—which entails
washing dishes.”
That night they spent four hours
washing dishes. Nate was overcome
with guilt, but Dana’s sense of humor
made him laugh in spite of it. That night
there were two leftover slices of
chocolate mousse cake that Nate and
Dana were able to savor, and although
he might have been able to get off
unscathed, Nate decided to tell Dana the
truth about forgetting their anniversary.
The fact that he wept really helped his
cause, and because the ratio of girls to
boys on campus was about ten to one,
Dana decided to keep him as her
boyfriend.
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Destination: unknown
continued from page 19
virtuoso when it came to
guitar.
Mark
remembered how a
bunch of kids would
always stay late. After
the school day when the
football team would be
out practicing on the
field, they would jam in
Room
209,
and
sometimes even the
band teacher would stay
and listen. And Tim was
eventually given a key
to the room—he would
stay later than all the
others and then he
would lock up for the
night.
He remembered his
friend’s voice moved
with the fluidity of
water. It had startled
him, the first time he
had heard Tim sing. It
was so distinct and
beautiful—plaintive and
haunting. It always
came back to him
unexpectedly—in the
car, in a meeting, while
he was making dinner
for Mary. A voice he
couldn’t confuse with
any other. The first time
he heard the singing voice must have been when he
was seven. He’d never guessed that Tim would sound
so good. He remembered that one summer night they
drove the car up to the town reservoir. Chelsea, Tim’s
girlfriend at the time, asked him to sing. Tim sang
with his arm wrapped around Chelsea while Mark sat
on the hood of the car with his head buried in his arms.
The voice broke up the thick air that hung over the
lake and, although it was warm, Mark felt splinters of
coldness travel down his spine.
Who was the person he was going to see? So much
time had passed. Mark was getting married and who
knew what was going on with Tim. There had been so
much talk. Friends from California had gone to see
him. They said Tim had asked about Mark repeatedly.
Was it money? Mark doubted that Tim would come to
him for money. Things were going well, but Mark
was still paying off loans and then there was the
wedding. Besides from what Mark had gathered, record
companies were actually competing over Tim.
Had Tim actually been crying on the phone last
Thursday night?
They had written-to each other a lot—long letters
with sketches in the corners of the paper and

Plan C
by

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

“.. .just because I love you.
Always, your kisses make me smite.
Your touch makes me laugh.
You are the most important woman in my life. "
Inner monologue ofsatisfactory arrogance: Oh yeah!
I’m so golden. She’ll totally forget about me ditching
dinner last week. I’m even getting extra points for this
one. Thank you, Hallmark!

Lisa opened the card, and he could taste the
explosion of emotion on her face. She threw the card
to the ground, and grabbed Jason around the neck,
covering him in slobbery kisses.
“Yes, yes! Oh my God, YES 1” Her cries of joy were
scattered with sobbing sniffles.
Inner thought of mild panic: Uh... what? Man, she
likes the card more than I thought she would.

GOOGLE

photographs. Tim would tell him about the concerts in
clubs that looked like old cellars and the woman he
loved, but felt afraid to be with. Then there were the
recordings Tim would send him. He’d listen to them
all the time. Mary had cried when Mark had played
them for her.
He wondered if Tim was still very thin. He’d always
seemed too thin—never weak though. That one time—
maybe they were eight. They came into the kitchen
and Tim’s stepfather threw a newspaper at his face.
Mark remembered the shock—the senselessness and
fear. He had followed Tim as he ran out the swinging
kitchen door, across the back yards, through the lawn
sprinklers set up on that late spring afternoon, through
the line of trees to reach the stream. They had
constructed dams and forts in that stream until one day
they had found a bird caught in one of them. Mark had
felt so careless. Tim was crying again. And without
thinking Mark had held him. Tim’s body seemed so
thin in Mark’s arms. It had made such good sense to
do that at that moment, but it wasn’t planned. He didn’t
know who needed to be held.
But what could he do for Tim now? A grown man,
crying on an airplane, what could he do for Tim?

“Jason! I had no idea!”
He rubbed his hands together in anxiety, behind her
in his arms. An abrupt realization entered his mind.
Terror filled his eyes.
“I gotta call my sister! Don’t go anywhere!”
She flew out of the room, and Jason dove for the
card on the ground. He ripped it open, and found the
words he recognized from the store. Then he opened
the hidden tri-fold portion of the card...
“... Would you do me the honor of being my wife? ”
Inner dissertation of mind-losing alarm: (30 seconds
worth of hard-core profanity *here*) Okay, Plan A: I
could either tell her the truth — that I was a total tool,
too hasty in choosing a card, that I missed a glaring
detail (which would totally be the last straw, and I would
lose her to my own stupidity forever). Or Plan B: I
could just go through with it and actually marry the
girl. Sure, we have only been dating nine months, but
it could work,
right?

Lisa jumped back into the room, and into Jason’s
arms once again. “Oh honey.... Will you do it for me?
Like really ask me, on one knee? I’ve always wanted
that.”
Jason knew the decision had to be made at this point.
So he took a deep breath, and puked all over Lisa’s
shoes. Plan C: Buy himself some time.
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What would you rather see
fall from the sky than snow?

“Men!”
Rebecca Askey ’04 Kate Raffile ’04

“A blizzard of hot roast beef with a side of au jus.”
Jeff Smith ’05 Shawn Deehan ’05 Andrew Fascia ’05
Tyler Wasgatt ’05 Donny Prisco ’05

“Lots and lots of money.”
Stephanie Wise ’05 Amy Phillips ’05 Molly Gilbride ’05

“A tasty rainbow of skittles.”
Sarah Gagne ’06
Danae Coon ’06

“Scholarships.”
Chris Friend ’04

“Bud Light.”
Jen Carleton ’06
Brynn Joyce ’06
Lauren Albanese ’06

Grace and Karen
“Attractive, available men who don’t
dress better than we do!”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Heather Cappello

Nolan Schaefer

Darlene Stephenson

Women’s Indoor Track
Graduate Student—Lockport, N.Y.
Cappello recorded the best time by a
collegiate athlete in the mile at the St.
Valentine Invitational on Feb. 15. She
finished fourth overall in a time of
4:46:87 and qualified for the
NCAA Championship.

Men’s Hockey
Senior—Yellow Grass, Saskatchewan
Schaefer led the men’s hockey team to a
1-0-1 record last week. He made 33 saves as
the Friars defeated No. 2 Maine, 5-1,on
Feb. 14 at Alfond Arena. He also stopped
22 shots in a 2-2 overtime tie versus the
Black Bears on Feb. 15.

Women’s Hockey
Junior—Virden, Manitoba
Stephenson led the women’s hockey
team to a 2-0 record last week. She
scored two goals and added three
assists as the Friars swept their
weekend series with Quinnipiac,
3-1 and 7-1.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 2/13
Women’s Basketball vs. Seton Hall

L 54-42

Friday 2/14
Men’s Hockey at Maine
Women’s Hockey at Quinnipiac

W5-1
W4-1

Saturday 2/15
Men’s Basketball at St. John’s
Men’s Hockey at Maine
Men’s Track at Fast-Race Invitational (BU)
Women’s Track at St. Valentine Invitational

W 69-59
T2-2
Ind. Results
Ind. Results

Friday 2/21
Men’s Hockey vs. Boston University
7 p.m.
Swimming & Diving at Metro Conference Championships

Saturday 2/22
Women’s Hockey vs. New Hampshire
2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Villanova
7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball at Miami
3 p.m.
Men’s Hockey at Boston University
7 p.m.
Swimming & Diving at Metro Conference Championships
M&W Track at Big East Indoor Championships

Sunday 2/16
Women’s Basketball vs. Notre Dame
Women’s Hockey at Quinnipiac

L 67-61
W7-1

Sunday 2/23
Women’s Hockey vs. Maine
2 p.m.
Swimming & Diving at Metro Conference Championships
M&W Track at Big East Indoor Championships

Tuesday 2/18
Men’s Basketball vs. Miami

W 73-63

Tuesday 2/25
Men’s Basketball at Georgetown

Wednesday 2/19
Women’s Basketball at Syracuse

L 66-58

7:30 p.m.

Standings
Men’s Basketball Big East • East” Division

Big East
Team

W-L

7-3
Villanova
6-4
Connecticut
Boston College 6-5
5-7
Providence
5-7
St. John’s
Virginia Tech 3-7
3-8
Miami

Overall

Pct. W-L

.700 14-9
.600 15-6
.545 13-9
.417 12-11
.417 12-10
.300 10-13
.273 10-12

Pct.
.609
.714
.591
.522
.545
.435
.455

USCHO.com Division 1 Women’s Hockey Poll
Team

Record

Pts

Harvard (14)
Minnesota-Duluth (1)
Minnestota
Dartmouth
New Hampshire
St. Lawrence
Wisconsin

21-1-1
25-3-2
23-4-1
19-6-0
23-5-2
18-7-4
18-6-5

149
135
121
103
85
75
64
45
28
20

Providence

19-6-6

Mercyhurst
Princeton

23-6-1
15-7-2
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B&W: Game plan Basketball: Games
could help hockey against UConn,
go far in playoffs Villanova will test
Friars^ meddle

continued from back page

in the month of February after stealing
three of four points from No. 2 Maine
this past weekend. Behind a hot
goaltender in senior Nolan Schaefer,
goal scoring from seniors Jon
DiSalvatore, Devin Rask and grad
student Pete Fregoe, and the imple
mentation of a trapping-style defensive
scheme that lulls opponents into
submission, the Friars are a weekend
away from climbing back into the
national polls, home ice in the Hockey
East playoffs and a bid to the NCAA
Tournament.
But while the stellar play of
Schaefer, DiSalvatore, et al, does not
go unnoticed, Pooley should be
commended for recognizing his team’s
key weakness—its defense at the blue
line. We knew the team could score;
Fregoe’s team-leading 18 goals and
DiSalvatore’s 40 points this season are
convincing enough for that. But the
Friars’ defense needed help.
A defensive trap prevents opponents
from blazing through the neutral zone
and catching your D-line off-guard;
now instead of the Friars making
mistakes that opponents take advan
tage of, the Friars are the ones capital
izing on their opponents’ slip-ups.
After weeks of practice, men’s hockey
has their defensive style down to a
science, and are reaping the benefits as
a result.
Men’s basketball didn't get the
picture as early as their hockey
counterparts. In fact, it’S safe to say
that the key to success didn’t come
until halftime of the PC-St. John’s
game last Saturday, when PC’s season
was 20 minutes away from winning an
offseason in the cellar of the Big East
Conference.

With a new focus on defense, the
Friars held St. John’s for the first five
minutes of the second half, scoring 12
points in the process that
springboarded the team to a 25-6 run
that frustrated the Red Storm’s potent
offense and SJU head coach Mike
Jarvis in the process—bringing a smile
to everyone in Friar Nation.
The squad of Donnie McGrath,
Ryan Gomes, Marcus Douthit, Sheiku
Kabba and Rob Sanders—who played
the majority of the second half against
St. John’s—started against Miami on
Tuesday and, after trading shots with
Miami in the first half, shut down the
Hurricanes with a 2-3 zone centered on
Miami big man Darius Rice. Rice
scored just three points in the second
half; Gomes finished with 20, while
Kabba and Sanders split 35 more.
In the end: a 73-63 victory for the
Friars, and more importantly, a twogame cushion over the Hurricanes in
the Big East’s Eastern Division. In
two games, the Friars went from worst
to fourth in the division—smack-dab
in the middle of the pack. At this point
in the season, with only four games
remaining, one more win should
ensure PC a spot in the Big East
Tournament. All because the Friars are
finally executing their game plan with
a line-up that can get the job done.
And who knows—a now-confident
Friar team could still have a surprise or
two up its sleeves. The Friars may slip
into Manhattan and upset a Big East
team taking PC for granted.
Tim Welsh may get that elusive first
win in the Big East Tournament.
And Paul Pooley just may find
himself in Buffalo, at the Frozen Four,
come March.
After all, defense wins champion
ships.

continued from page 28

of the second half, to head up a 12-0
Providence run against the Red Storm,
sparking the 69-59 victory.
Tuesday night, Sanders, making his
first start of the season, finished with 17
points on 6 for 8 shooting and added
seven rebounds in the PC’s 73-63
victory.
“He took an opportunity and ran with
it,” said Welsh. “Earlier in the season
he was inconsistent in practice, and that
showed in the games. Now he is
consistent in practice, and he has that
consistency in games.”
Kabba had an impressive evening as
well, scoring 18 points also on 6-8
shooting from the floor.
Sophomore Ryan Gomes—“Mr.
Double-Double,” as Welsh has dubbed
him—continues to consistently put up
the big numbers, with 28 points against
St. John’s and 20 points and 10 rebounds
against Miami for his eleventh double
double of the season.
“He does so many things for us,” said
Welsh. “He’s invaluable, a terrific
player.”
With the victories comes a newfound
confidence, the confidence that the Friars
had exhibited earlier this season.
“It’s all about confidence in this
league,” said Kabba. “Any team that has
the confidence going into the game has
a good chance of winning. Now we’ve
won two games in a row, we’ve got our
confidence back and we feel that we can
compete with a lot of teams.”
However, it’s not smooth sailing from
here for the Friars; the road ahead is
certainly not an easy one. With
upcoming games against some of the
toughest competition in the Big East, the

Short: PC stuck with seven-man lineup
continued from page 27

missed some practices and you could see
that it really hurt her.”
The Friars didn’t have much time to
rest, with the Fighting Irish coming into
Alumni Hall only three days later.
Providence, which was short handed
against Seton Hall, was even more
limited because Michal Epstein didn’t
play due to a stress fracture in her foot.
This injury meant that the Friars would
only be using seven players, but in
essence it was only six because Gayle
Nwafili only played two minutes all
afternoon.
Providence opened the game quickly
with a 12-2 run, leaving the Fighting
Irish absolutely baffeled. The stunned
Notre Dame squad regained its
composure and soon began firing on all
cylinders, led by Alicia Ratay, who
scored a game high 30 points including
hitting seven three points. Behind Ratay
the Fighting Irish went on a 20-2 run to
close out the first half and the shorthanded Friars limped into the locker
room behind 42-29.
Notre Dame opened the second half
just as it closed the first half, with a 102 run and the Friars soon found
themselves down by as much as 21
points. Providence chipped away at the
lead and behind junior Kristen Quinn and
Simmonds—each scored 15 points—the
Friars found themselves only down by
nine. Down the stretch, Ratay proved to
be to much for the Friars and without

BRIANNE RAMAGOSA ’05 The Cowl

Kristin Quinn tries to keep control in the Friars’ loss to the Irish Sunday.
Epstein and Wheeler the Friars had no Tournament. However the short-handed
answer for Ratay’s 30 points, and Friars find themselves coming into the
eventually Notre Dame prevailed but not hardest part of their schedule, playing
before getting a scare from the injured three of the top seven teams in the
Friar team.
conference. One such opponent includes
The Friars are currently in 10th place the defending national champions, the
with only four games remaining, UConn Huskies, who are currently riding
however they seem to be out of the a 62-game winning streak.
danger of not making the Big East

Friars certainly have their work cut out
for them. First there’s Villanova on
Saturday—the top team in the Big East
Eastern division. A week and a half later,
the Friars will travel to Storrs, Conn., to
take on the University of Connecticut,
currently No. 2 in the division, at Gampel
Pavilion, one of the hardest places to play
in the country. The Friars ’ first meetings
with both teams ended with a loss for
Pjqvidenpe. Let’s not forget Big East
opponent Seton Hall either—the Pirates
are in the middle of the pack of the
Western division and recently knocked
off the University of Pittsburgh at home.
But the Friars are feeling a lot
warmer now that they are out of the Big
East Conference basement. According
to Welsh, the last two victories have been
huge.
“It’s big, and now our guys are
starting to see a little light.”
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Short-handed
Women’s BBall
walks the plank
Friars lose to Pirates, Irish
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

After coming off a win against
Pittsburgh, the Providence College
Women’s Basketball team soon came
crashing back to earth. The Friars
suffered two losses in the past week, a
54-42 defeat against Seton Hall, and a
67-61 loss to Notre Dame. The team’s
leading scorer and assist woman, Michal
Epstein, is out with a foot injury that
limited her time against Seton Hall and
kept her watching the entire game
against
Notre
WOMEN’S Dame. Also, the
BASKETBALL team was without
leading rebounder
Kacee Wheeler for both games because
she has been hampered with an ankle
injury.
Against Seton Hall, the Friars looked
like the lack of substitutions and players
would really hurt them. After Keisha
Blackwell picked up her third foul only
five minutes into the game, the team
seemed to be playing defense with their
hands on their knees as the Pirates
jumped out to and early 22-9 lead.
However, the Wheeler-less frontline
stood strong on defense and momentum
came back to the Friars who rallied with
an 8-2 run, to only trail by seven points.
A three and a half minute scoring

drought proved to by the Friar’s enemy
at this point, however, as they found
themselves watching shot after shot rim
out and unable to cut into the Pirate lead.
When Providence’s offense went cold,
the defense stepped up. What had lacked
in its opening moments of the game
showed up and the Friars limited the
Pirates to only two points in that same
span and for the rest of the half, giving
Seton Hall only a 26-17 point lead going
into the locker room.
“They played a tough zone and we
just couldn’t get shots to fall; we had a
bad shooting night all around,” Said
sophomore Jessica Simmonds.
The Friars opened the second half
with great team defense and an inside
scoring presence in Simmonds, who
matched her career high with 19 points
while also grabbing 10 rebounds. After
opening the half on an 8-0 run, the Friars
cut the lead of the Pirates to only four.
The Pirates answered back though and
they opened up their lead to where it once
was at seven points.
With five minutes left, the Friars were
showing signs of fatigue, but it didn’t
stop them from giving their all. Most
notable was Friar center, Quianna
Copeland, who had missed recent
practices due to yet another Friars' injury.
The missed practices certainly hurt her;
she missed six of eight free throws down

BRIANNE RAMAGOSA -05/The Cowl

Sophomore Jessica Simmonds scored 15 points against 2000 National
Champion Notre Dame, a game that the Friars lost, 67-61.
the stretch where the Friars could have really didn’t shoot the ball well from the
possibly gained the lead. The Pirates line at all,” said Head Coach Susan Yow.
however hit their free throws during “They were our Achilles’ heel. Quianna
crunch time and were able to pull out a
victory with a sigh of relief.
“Free throws killed up tonight we
SHORT/Page 26
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Friars finally put two wins together
by

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Asst. Sports Editor

The Providence College
Men’s Basketball team is back
among the living.
With fans all but forecasting
the Friars for an early
postseason death—or no
postseason at all—PC bounced
back from conference home
losses against UConn and
Boston
College by
netting two
victories in
four days this past week,
possibly saving what is left of
their 2002-03 season in the
process.
The two games were critical
for the Friars, having a strong
bearing on where they would
finish in the Big East
Conference—a last-place finish
meant they would not even
qualify for the Big East
Tournament next month.
Heading into Saturday’s game
against St. John's, PC was stuck
in the seventh and last place in
the division with a 3-7 record.
Yet defeating the Red Storm this
weekend and stealing a win
from the University of Miami
on Tuesday night, the Friars are
in fourth place in the
conference.
The success on the court has
to be attributed to something
and. in this case, the team’s new
focus takes almost all of the
credit. After getting scorched
by BC’s Troy Bell for 33 points

for its third straight Big East
loss on Feb. 12, Providence
renewed its commitment to
concentrate on defense for the
rest of the season. As Head
Coach Tim Welsh put it, the
team was simply “worrying too
much about offense.”
Against St. John’s, the
Friars’ 2-3 zone defense initially
looked slow, with the Red
Storm jumping out to an early
lead behind 15 points from
Marcus Hatten in the first 11
minutes. Yet in the last three
halves of basketball PC has
played, Providence’s game has
been a different story.
The PC defense opened up
the second half on Saturday
much more aggressive, holding
the Red Storm to just eight
points in the first 12 minutes
and to just 23 second-half points
overall. Hatten, who recorded
18 points in the first half for the
Johnnies, was held to only six
points in the final 20 minutes of
play.
“After the UConn and BC
losses, we were down as a
team,” said junior Sheiku
Kabba, “but we knew that as
soon as we got that first win, we
could see the light again. We
had the monkey on our back,
but once we got that off, we
knew we could win games.”
The strong defensive effort
continued against Miami, with
the Friars slowing down
Hurricane forward Darius Rice
by limiting him to 15 points,
including a very quiet three-

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’O.Vrhe Cowl

Above: Rob Sanders scored 19
points at St. John’s, and added 17
more Tuesday night against Miami.
Right: Donnie McGrath dished out
seven assists to beat the Hurricanes.

point second-half effort.
Welsh praised his team’s
efforts on Rice. “We did a good
job on him. We really needed
to control him. The zone helps,
because you have a lot of people
watching him. When he doesn’t
get his numbers, they have
trouble winning. We geared our
defense toward him more than
anyone else we play.”
Additionally, the 2-3 zone

forced turnovers and held
Miami to just 24 second half
points, all the while limiting the
Hurricane outside shooters to
just 2-of-15 from three-point
range—only 13.3 percent.
“After UConn and Boston
College, we decided to
concentrate mainly on our
defense, on being tougher,” said
sophomore Rob Sanders. “In
practice everyday, we just

worked very hard on our
defense.”
Defense leads to offense,
and on the offensive end, the
team has been receiving
contributions from a new face,
that of Sanders. Sanders came
off the bench on Saturday to
score 19 points, including nine
points in the first five minutes
BASKETBALL/Page 26

CLASSIFIEDS
MISCELLANEOUS
Apartments for Rent! Pembroke Ave
near PC Is’, 2nd, 3rd, floors 3 Large
Bedrooms, new kitchen appliances,
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas
baseboard heat, and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area with lighted
parking. $1100 per month
Call 274-7763

Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~ Student
Groups Earn $l,000-$2,000 this
semester with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising
event. Our programs make

fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the programs! It works.
Contact Campusfundraiser.com at
(888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

Bartender Trainees Needed $250 a
day potential Local Positions
1-800-293-3985 ext. 199
University Bartending
Classes start soon; Student discounts
1-800-U-CAN-MIX
WWWUNIVERSITYBARTEND1NG.COM
Space limited; Call for information!!

SPRING BREAK
#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica,
Bahamas, and Florida. Best Parties! Best Hotels!
Best Prices! Group Organizers Travel Free! Space
is Limited! Hurry Up & Book Now!
1 -800-234-7007 endlesssummertours.com

***ACT NOW! LAST CHANCE TO GUARANTEE
THE BEST SPRING BREAK PRICES TO ALL
DESTINATIONS. RESPS NEEDED ... TRAVEL
FREE, EARN $$$ GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 6+.
WWW.LEISURETOURS.COM /
800-838-8203

SPRING BREAK is now sponsored by Student Express!
4, 5, & 7 night Spring Break vacations to Cancun,
Acapulco, Mazatlan, S. Padre, Jamaica, Florida, Bahamas
and Las Vegas. #1 parties with exclusive appearances by
DJ SKRIBBLE and SHAGGY!! Reliable air and hotel.
Book NOW get $30 rebate PLUS 2 for 1 MEAL PLANS.
Call 800-787-3787 or visit www.studentexpress.com for
details. Starting at $439!!!

SPRING BREAK ’03! Air. Hotel, FREE FOOD,
FREE DRINKS, 150% Lowest Price Guarantee! REPS
WANTED! Organize 15 friends, earn 2 FREE TRIPS,
VIP treatment! Call 1-800-293-1445 ore-mail
sales@studentcity.com today!

www.thecowl.com
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SportShorts
All the news we couldn't fit in...but did.

Schaefer takes Hockey East
honors again
Men’s hockey senior goaltender
Nolan Schaefer was named Hockey
East Defensive Player of the Week on
Feb. 17. It marked the second time in
three weeks and the third time this
season that Schaefer has earned
Defensive Player of the Week honors.
Last week, Schaefer was named
Hockey East Player of the Week for
the first time in his career at
Providence.
Schaefer led the Friars to a 5-1
victory over No. 2 Maine on Friday,
Feb. 14. He stopped 33 of 34 shots to
lead the Friars to their first win at
Alfond Arena since March 24, 1989.
On Saturday, Feb. 15, Schaefer made
22 saves in a 2-2 tie at Maine.
In his last seven games, Schaefer
has a 5-0-1 record, a 1.52 goals against
average and a .954 save percentage.
For the season, he is 11-6-1 with a 2.72
goals against average and a .916 save
percentage.

Women’s hockey slides up to
No. 8
After a pair of wins against
Quinnipiac, the Friars women’s hockey
team jumped up one spot to No. 8 in
the most recent United States College
Hockey Poll for Feb. 17.
Providence defeated Quinnipiac by
scores of 4-1 and 7-1 on the weekend,
improving their record to 19-6-6 for
the season. The top seven spots in the
poll remained the same, with Harvard
staying at the top spot with a 21-1-1
record. No. 10 Princeton fell from the
No. 8 spot this week after losing to
Yale University, allowing PC and No.
9 Mercyhurst to move up one spot in
the poll.
While a national ranking continues
to elude the men’s hockey team, a win
and a tie at No. 2 Maine doubled the
team’s votes received this week from
last week’s 17 votes to 35 for Feb. 17.
The Friars are currently the top team in
the “others receiving votes” category,
and will play No. 9 Boston University
twice this weekend.

Stigliano, Lukens named Big
East Scholar-Athletes
It was announced last week that
senior Todd Stigliano and graduate
student Kara Lukens each earned a

$2,000 Big East/Aeropostale Scholar
Student-Athlete Award. Stigliano and
Lukens will receive the stipend for
graduate studies.
Stigliano, a senior on the men’s
soccer team, was named a Big East
Academic All-Star each of the last
three years. The senior computer
science major played in 47 career
games for the Friars and recorded 15
points (seven goals, one assist) in four
seasons.
Lukens, a three-year letterwinner
and senior captain of the Friar field
hockey team, scored a career-high four
goals and added one assist for nine
points during the 2002 season. She
anchored PC’s defense, and finished
her career at Providence with 12 points
on five goals and two assists. Lukens
earned All-Big East honors for the
second time in her career on Nov. 7.
This year Aeropostale will award
31 scholarships to Conference student
athletes to assist in their pursuit of ’
graduate or professional studies. The
Women's and Men's Basketball
Scholar-Athletes will be announced in
conjunction with the Big East
Women's & Men's Basketball
Championships on Mar. 7 and 11.

Women’s Will to host event
honoring female athletes
Women’s Will, aProvidence
College student organization devoted
to women’s interests is inviting
members of the PC community to
attend “Women Athletes: Past,
Pressent, and Furure,” on Saturday,
Feb. 22 at Schneider Arena.
The program will take place during
the Women’s Hockey game against the
University of New Hampshire
beginning at 2:00 p.m. and is being
held to honor past, current, and furure
Providencce College Women student
athletesand also to show support for
the Women’s Athletic Program.
Women’s Will invites all females
who have ever played a sport to come
down to the arena and celebrate
women in athletics.
The event is being held in
conjunction with National Girls &
Women in Sports Day.

Men’s soccer receives six LOIs
Men’s soccer head coach Chaka
Daley announced on Feb. 14 that

Women’s Athletics:
Past, Present, and Future

Saturday, February 22 at 2PM
At the Women’s Hockey game
in Schneider Arena

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

student-athletes David Chase (Morris
Plains, N.J ), Connor Curran-Hays
(Camp Hill, Pa.), Scott Hankard
(Glastonbury, Conn.), Chris Konopka
(Toms River, N.J.) and Joseph Weill
(Merrick, N.Y.) have signed National
Letters of Intent to attend Providence
College. A sixth student-athlete,
Michael King (Ashland, Mass.), also
has committed to attend Providence
and will join the other five players
beginning in September 2003.
Weill, a midfielder, was a four-year
team MVP for Kellenberg Memorial
High School (N.Y.), while Chase, a
midfielder, served as the captain for a
Morris Catholic High School squad
that finished ranked No. 19 in the
country.
Curran-Hays scored 70 goals and
added 28 assists as a forward and a
defender in his career at Camp Hill
High School, while Hankard, a
defender, served as captain for
Glastonbury (Conn.) High School and
earned all-state and All-New England

accolades.
King and Konopka are both
goaltenders. As a junior, he led
Ashland to a 17-4-2 mark and helped
the team capture the Tri-Valley
League title, while Konopka posted a
1.18 goals against average and made
7.18 saves per game as an all-state
all-star at Toms River (N.J.) East
High School.
“Our staff feels that we have
compiled a talented group of student
athletes who will compete for a
starting spot on our team and can
compete in the Big East Conference
early in their college careers,” Daley
said. “Some of these newcomers will
impact our team immediately giving
us an added dimension to our
program. It also was essential to add
quality depth to a young nucleus as
we embark upon our mission to
become a respected soccer program
regionally, nationally and in the Big
East.”

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY

Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
Only
$5.99!!!
JL/d-lgC

Cheese
Pizza!

Free
Cinnapie

Get a
Free
Cinnapie
with the
purchase
of any
large
pizza at
regular
price

2
Large
for
$9.98
2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas
Only
$9.98

Pizza &
Wings

1 Large
Cheese
Pizza &
our
boneless
chicken
strips for
Only $9.99

se any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons
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Kelli: a cut above the rest
continued from back page

TOM MAGUIRE/PC Sports Information

Halcisak is one of 10 nominees for the Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award,
given to the nation’s top female college hockey player.

WOMEN S HOCKEY GAME FOCUS

No. 5 New Hampshire (23-5-2,11-1-1)
vs.
No. 8 Providence College (19-6-6,11-1-0)
Where/when: Saturday, Feb. 22

2 p.m.

Schneider Arena

What’s at stake: winner gets the No.

1 seed in the Hockey East
PLAYOFFS, AND INCREASES ITS CHANCES OF A BID TO THE NCAA TOURNAMENT

Last time these two teams met: The Friars shut out the Wildcats,
3-0, BEHIND 20 SAVES BY FRESHMAN JANA BUGDEN (ABOVE). UNH EVENED
THE SEASON SERIES THE NEXT NIGHT BY DEFEATING THE FRIARS, 4-1.

“As an underclassmen, just to be
nominated is a tremendous honor,” said
PC head coach Bob Deraney. “I’m just
excited that people around the country
think enough of her to put her on the
ballot. That’s a huge accolade.”
Halcisak’s nomination puts her in the
same group as 2002 U.S. Olympians
Natalie Darwitz (Minnesota), Andrea
Kilbourne (Princeton), Jenny Potter
(Minnesota-Duluth), Angela Ruggiero
(Harvard), and Krissy Wendell
(Minnesota), as well as Canadian
Olympian Jennifer Botterill (Harvard)
and Swedish Olympian Maria Rooth
(Minnesota-Duluth). Other nominees
include Northeastern’s Chanda Gunn
and Dartmouth’s Carly Haggard.
“I didn’t expect it at all, but I’m very
honored,” said Halcisak.
Halcisak currently leads the Hockey
East in scoring with five goals and 10
assists, and she has 12 goals and 19
assists overall. At the time of her
nomination, she ranked sixth nationally
in scoring among defensemen.
Halcisak’s talent on the ice was
evident long before she got to college.
She began playing at age six on all-boys
teams and quickly excelled.
“When we had signed her up for a
beginning hockey lesson, a coach had
come up to us and told us he wanted our
daughter to play for his team,” said Anne
Halcisak, Kelli’s mother. “We looked
at him and thought, ‘he’s nuts.’”
It turned out that the coach wasn’t
nuts, and Halcisak’s career really took
off when she was accepted to Shattuck
St. Mary’s Prep School in Minnesota, a
high school hockey powerhouse.
Deraney noticed her skills when he
during his scouting trips to Shattuck, but
when he tried to recruit her, he was
promptly told that she had already
decided on Ohio State.
Ironically, Providence was one of the
first schools Halcisak considered
attending while she was in high school.
Jackie Barto was the head coach at the
time, but when Barto left for Ohio State,
Halcisak’s interest followed her there.
“The whole idea was new; I got
excited,” said Halcisak about choosing
Ohio State. “I jumped at the chance of
being offered a scholarship and kind of
made my decision a little quickly. I ruled
every other school out just because I
committed when I was on my first visit.”
Even though she saw success during
her freshman year as the Buckeyes’
leading scorer, Halcisak decided that
Ohio State wasn’t the place for her. Her
parents, however, had other ideas.
“We wanted her to stay at Ohio
State,” said Anne Halcisak. “She’s
stubborn; if she’s got her mind set on
something, she does everything she can
to achieve that goal.”
Going from Ohio to Providence
meant Halcisak would be 13 hours away
from her Michigan home instead of just
two-and-a-half, but it also meant going
to an environment more suited to her
needs. Even though she would be further
away from her family, she tried to
convince her parents that it was for the
best.
“I didn’t really convince them,” said
Halcisak. “They probably still aren’t
convinced to this day, but basically they
knew it was ultimately my happiness,
and I was the only one who knew where
I would be happy and what would matter,
so they just had to deal with it.”
In hindsight, however, Anne Halcisak
realizes that her daughter was right. “It’s
easier now to say that we were wrong,
but at the time we couldn’t understand
her thoughts,” she said. “We thought she
just wanted to be where her friends were
at and we thought she was making the
wrong decision.”
While there are four other Shattuck
players at Providence—junior Meredith
Roth and sophomores Amy Thomas,

"
She doesn’t just blast away, so
her shots get to the net. Her
puck control is really solid. She
sees the ice and she uses all of
her teammates. She’s just a very
strong offensive force. She’s
got great stick skills, is a
wonderful skater, and I think
she’s really one of the more
dangerous players in this league.
Ben Smith,
U.S. National Team Head Coach

-------------"
Rush Zimmerman, and Ashley Payton—
they weren’t the main reasons why
Halcisak chose to come here. She felt
Ohio State was too big, and even though
she misses having a football team, she
was much more comfortable with the
more intimate atmosphere of PC.
“I’m a lot happier here,” said
Halcisak. “So far, it’s been a better
experience.”
Halcisak has adjusted well to
Providence’s unique 2-3 system that
better utilizes her skills. With three
defensemen out on the ice, she has more
opportunity to get in on the action.
“I like to be involved in the play a
lot,” said Halcisak. “I don’t like to be
restricted to being on the blue line. I like
to try and help generate offense down in
the zone.”
Halcisak is what Deraney describes
as an “offensive defenseman.” She has
the ability to take the puck from end-toend, and her slap shot is one of the best
in the league.
Last year, which was Halcisak’s first
season as a Friar, her strong playing
helped the team win the 2002 ECAC
Eastern League Championship. Even
though the season itself was a mixed bag
for Providence, Halcisak was one of the
consistently bright spots for the team.
She led all Providence defensemen with
nine goals and 18 assists. In addition to
making the All-Tournament Team for the
championships, she was the only Friar
to earn ECAC First Team All
Conference Honors. The last Friar to win
that accolade was U.S. Olympian Sara
DeCosta ’00 in 1999.
“She shoots the puck well from the
blue line, and she shoots it intelligently
too,” said Ben Smith, the head coach of
the U.S. National Team. “She doesn’t
just blast away, so her shots get to the
net. Her puck control is really solid. She
sees the ice and she uses all of her
teammates. She’s just a very strong
offensive force. She’s got great stick
skills, is a wonderful skater, and I think
she’s really one of the more dangerous
players in this league.”
Despite the praise from Smith and her
numerous invitations to try out for the
U.S. National Team, Halcisak has
surprised many with her decision not to
pursue the program. She played for the
National Select Team while still in high
school, and she used to dream about
going to the Olympics, but her vision of
her future beyond PC has changed.
“Those aren’t exactly my goals
anymore,” said Halcisak. “I used to want
to be involved in that but now I’m just
kind of more focused on going to school
right afterward and get my MBA. I never
know whether or not my feelings will
change, but as of right now, I don’t see
it in my future.”
Whatever future Halcisak ultimately
chooses, it will undoubtedly be her own
decision.
“It’s all about priorities, and she’s
very good at knowing her priorities,”
said Deraney. “Some people get all
caught up in the'limelight and the glitz,
but Kelli’s her own woman. That’s what
makes her special.”
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4-0-1 in February
recently and when you do something
over and over, everyone gets in place and
knows exactly what to do,” Rask said.
“We frustrate teams to death out there
and capitalize on turnovers.”
Maine responded with a better
showing Saturday. The Friars found
themselves down 1-0 after two periods
before freshman James Pemberton,
recently recovered from a concussion,
scored his first collegiate goal 3:26 into
the third to tie the game at one. Junior
Jonathan Goodwin gave the Friars a 2-1
lead at 7:37 of the third when he scored
his fourth goal of the season. The lead
was short-lived however, as Maine came
back to even the score at two with just
over 10 minutes remaining. Neither
team drew blood in the extra session.
“We showed some great character
when we were down 1-0 going into the
third,” Rask said. “Even to come back
and get the lead. Unfortunately, we didn’t
hold onto it, but I’m happy with a tie.”
The Friars remain unbeaten in the
month of February, posting a 4-0-1
record. Overcoming its biggest obstacle
in team history, Providence has now
earned the label as “one of those teams
you don’t want to face come play-off
time.”
“For where we were a month ago and
where we are now, we are pretty happy,”
Berard said. “We are playing good
hockey, especially defensively, which
has helped us to win.”
The three-point weekend by the
Friars helped to keep them in contention
with Boston University for the final
home-ice advantage spot in the Hockey
East playoffs. Just two points (24-22)
separate the Friars and the Terriers as
they prepare for a crucial home-andhome series this weekend.
“We need to take both games to get
home-ice,” said Rask. “Not only do we
need to play well to get that, but we will
be playing BU in the playoffs and I think
it’s important to set the tone now.”

continued from back page

Alfond in the regular season since Nov.
8, 1986. But with the team playing its
best hockey of the season, a Friars squad
that had won three straight going into the
weekend had as good a chance as ever
to end the Alfond hex.
“I think it was the best we had played
going into a series at Maine, “said
Assistant Coach Dave Berard, who,
along with fellow assistant Rick Bennett,
were on the team the last time the Friars
won at Alfond. “Our guys have found
out what their identity is as a hockey
team.”
Leading the way for the Friars was
the strong goaltending of senior Nolan
Schaefer, who stopped 55 of 58 shots on
the weekend. For the third straight week,
Schaefer received a spot on the Hockey
East honor roll, earning Defensive Player
of the Week kudos.
“You want a hot goalie going down
the stretch and this has been Nolan’s best
hockey in four years,” Berard said. “One
of the things that we have always told
him is that if he practices well, he plays
well. And for the last three and a half
weeks, he’s been tremendous.”

Schaefer had plenty of offensive
support Friday, as the Friars scored three
times in the game’s first nine minutes,
two of which came courtesy of graduate
student Peter Fregoe. Fregoe now leads
the team with 19 goals.

Women’s medley
relay team goes the
distance in Boston
by

Stephanie Laciiarite ’06
Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Indoor Track team did more than just
cross the finish line this weekend at the
St. Valentine Invitational at Boston
University. The Friars’ distance medley
team and mile runner, graduate student
Heather Cappello, qualified for the
NCAA Championship, while senior
800-meter runner Emer O’Shea made
the
grade
for
the
ECAC
Championships.
The women’s
INDOOR distance medley team,
TRACK made up of freshman
Fiona
Crombie,
sophomore Roisin Quinn, O’Shea, and
senior Roisin McGettigan, had an
outstanding, first place performance. The
team not only came in first, they also
broke the course record at BU with a
time of 11:17.14, qualifying the team
for the NCAA Championships March
14-15 in Fayetteville, Ark.
“Delighted and excited,” were the
feelings of McGettigan. “We’ve really
wanted this for the past couple of years
and we finally have a [relay] team that’s
strong enough to do it.”
“We achieved what we wanted to,”
said head coach Ray Treacy. “We now
have everyone we want qualified for the
NCAA, so now we are focusing on the
Big East and ECAC [Championships].”
Cappello also qualified to make the
trip to Arkansas this March. She finished
fourth overall in the mile at BU, but more
importantly was the top collegiate
finisher with a time of 4:46.87. Having
already qualified for the NCAAs in the
3000m, Cappello is now qualified for the
NCAA Championship in the mile, as
well.
O’Shea also stood apart this weekend
from her distance medley team in the
800m race, where she finished fourth
among all of the college athletes and
qualified for the ECAC Championships,
to be held March 8-9 in Boston, Mass.,
with a time of 2:13.10.
Although the women had a strong
performance this past weekend and are

concentrating on the Big East and
ECAC Tournaments, their real success
looks to be at the the NCAA
Championships. The women’s team has
the highest number of athletes ever to
qualify for NCAA’s in the history of
Providence’s Indoor Track program, a
total of seven athletes.
“We train together and all get along
really well so we are happy when
someone has a great individual
performance, but when we all do well
it’s really exciting,” said McGettigan.
“They are good runs for practice,”
said Quinn about the Big East and
ECAC Championships. “Each time we
go out we’ll benefit more and get
better.”
The PC men’s team also performed
well at the FasTrack Invitational at
Boston University this past Saturday
where they had some strong individual
performances.
Senior Tyler McCabe placed second
in the 3000m race with a time of
8:07.72 and qualified for the NCAAs.
Sophomore Liam Reale came in second
in the mile race with a time of 4:04:92,
his first loss in the event this season,
but posted his best time for the mile
this season. Reale, along with graduate
student Paul Reilly and sophomore Pat
Guidera qualified for the IC4A
Championships.
“They all performed very well this
weekend and ran a very sound race,”
said Treacy. “We are looking forward
to the Big East and we were preparing
for that this weekend.”
“I’m really looking forward to the
Big East Tournament because I’ll be
running the 800 meters there, which is
[my] best,” said Reale. “Hopefully
we’ll all do really well.”
While the Big East and ECAC
Tournaments are big events, PC sees
them as stepping stones to improve on
their
way
to
the
NCAA
Championships. And with record
breaking teams on both the men’s and
women’s sides this year, the Friars have
no doubts about stellar performances
at all of these anticipated events.

Maine scored early in the second
period to make it a 3-1 game, but the
Friars responded, silencing Maine’s fans
in the process. Junior Mike Robinson
tipped home Stephen Wood’s shot at
18:33 of the second period to restore
PC’s three-goal lead at 4-1.
“The fourth goal that Robinson got
was the biggest one of the game,” senior
Devin Rask said. “Maine had got one
back to get their crowd back into it, but
the fourth one put a damper on them.”
Senior Jon DiSalvatore notched his
14th goal of the season at 6:08 of the
third period. He now has at least one goal
in each of PC’s last four games and
currently leads the team with 40 points.
One factor that has been a huge
reason for the Friars’ strong play in
recent weeks has been the
implementation of a trapping-style
defense that can lull an opponent so
much that, when it does make a mistake,
the trapping team takes advantage.
“It’s something that we have perfected

MEN’S HOCKEY GAME FOCUS

No. 9 Boston University (20-10-2,12-0-0)
VS.
Providence College (17-12-2,10-9-2)
Where/when: Friday, Feb. 21
Saturday, Feb. 22
What’s at stake: home ice in

Last

the

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Hockey East playoffs

Chris Chaput’s (above) goal in
2-0 deficit to win at Walter
upset the then-No. 10 Terriers.

time these two teams met:

overtime brought the

Brown Arena, 3-2,

Friars back

and

Schneider Arena
@ Walter Brown Arena

from a
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Friars ’
defensive
game plan
a winner
When you’re going
through a rough season, and
things aren’t exactly going as
planned for your team, the last
thing you want to hear as a
head coach is fans and cynics
calling for your job. But
Men’s basketball head coach
Tim Welsh has heard them
throughout this season, as he
has in the past, and so has
men’s hockey’s head coach
Paul Pooley.
Coaches
hear calls
for the
hook all
the time.
On the
radio, TV,
the Internet. They say they
don’t pay attention to things
like that—but some comments
you can’t ignore.
There were those who said
that Welsh and Pooley’s
players simply weren’t
playing for their respective
coaches. Others claimed that
the guys simply didn’t know
how to coach—they didn’t
have a game plan, a hope, or a
clue.
Of course, all of these fans
are correct. After all, the
majority of them are students
at Providence College, one of
the finer institutions in the
Northeast. These cynics have
been at every practice this
season for the Friars; they
know the ins and outs of
Providence’s offense and
defense, the strengths and
weaknesses of each name on
the Friars’ roster. They have
NCAA coaching experience.
You—yes, YOU—can be the
next coach of PC basketball
and/or hockey.
Give the coaches at least a
little credit. They know what
they are doing. It may not be
the best thing or the right
thing—but they know how to
do their job, at the very least.
In fact, both Welsh and
Pooley have proven their
critics wrong in the past few
weeks. While a string of two,
three or four wins do not a
successful season make, W’s
certainly make the year more
salable and give the PC teams
a chance to make some waves
on the national scene. With an
executed game plan and a
corps of players that are
rallying behind the fact that—
hey—this season isn’t over
yet, both men’s hockey, and
finally men’s basketball, are
reaching their potential.
Welsh and Pooley deserve a
bit of praise.
They both realized that
with defense comes offense.
Men’s hockey has gained
much publicity lately for its
success—an undefeated 4-0-1
B&W/Page 26

Top of the line

Former Buckeye
Kelli Halcisak's
decision to
become a Friar has
resulted in great
things for both
herself and PC
Women's Hockey
by Virginia Cheng '03

Asst. Sports Editor

John Englishmen '03/The Cowl
Junior Kelli Halcisak transferred to Providence after one year at Ohio State.

3 outta 4 ain’t bad!
Friars win at Maine for first time in 14 years

PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

Senior goalie Nolan Schaefer made 55 of 58 saves last weekend against Maine.
been an easy task for any the first time since 1997-98.
by Brendan McGair ’03
visiting team, but it had became
If you don’t know the Alfond
Sports Staff
downright impossible for the horror tale by now, it “bears”
Every athlete or team has its Providence College men’s repeating
once
more.
hurdle to overcome if they want hockey team to win there in the Providence (18-12-2, 11-9-2 in
to achieve success—a personal last 14 years.
Hockey East) had not posted a
demon that must be slain on the
But Providence ended the win up in Orono, Maine., since
route to victory.
hex this weekend, taking three March 24, 1989, in a NCAA
Playing at out of possible four points Tournament game. The Friars
MEN’S Alfond Arena, against the No. 2 Black Bears, have gone 0-23-1 since. Even
HOCKEY home of the winning 5-1 on Friday and tying more, the Friars had not won at
University of 2-2 on Saturday and taking the
Maine Black Bears, has never season series from Maine for
MEN’S HOCKEY/Page 30

If junior Kelli Halcisak had
listened to her parents, she
wouldn't even be at Providence
College today. Fortunately for
the PC women’s hockey
program, Halcisak likes to make
her own decisions. When she
chose to transfer from Ohio
State last year despite her
parents’ objections, the Friars
gained one of the top
defensemen in the country.
On Feb. 3, Halcisak was
named one of the 10 finalists for
the Patty Kazmaier Memorial
Award, which is given to the
nation’s top collegiate women’s
hockey player. Patty Kazmaier
was a star defenseman for
Princeton University from
198 Ito 1986 who died of a rare
blood disease at the age of 28.
The award is given to the athlete
who not only has tremendous
talent, but also demonstrates
qualities such as outstanding
character, sportsmanship, and
academic achievement. The
field of 10 will be narrowed
down to three, and the ultimate
winner will be announced at the
2003 NCAA Frozen Four in
March.
KELLI/Page 30

0-23-1
Before Friday’s 5-1 win over
Maine, PC men's hockey had not
won at Maine since Mar. 24, 1989.
Here’s a look at the Alfond hex:

PC ME
3
2
4(2OT)
3
3
2
2
8
4
6
5
2
4
3
9
3
3 (OT)
3
4
2
4
5
1
2
4
6
6
3
4
1
3
6
1
6
2
3
5
2
3
5
5 (OT)
4
4
2
2
5
5
4

Date
3-25-89
3-26-89
2-02-90
2-03-90
1-02-91
2-28-92
2-29-92
10-22-92
10-23-92
11-06-93
11-18-94
11-19-94
3-01-96
1-17-97
1-18-97
11-01-97
11-20-98
11-21-98
11-07-99
3-09-00
3-10-00
3-2-01
3-3-01
1-4-02

compiled by LAUREN DEMAURO ’05

